
 
                             
 

December 8, 2025 
City Council Meeting 

Mayor David Moore
Mayor Pro-Tem Phyllis Harris 

Councilman Bryan Hough 
Councilman Ivory Craig 

Councilman Jeff Meadows 
Councilman Kenneth Reeves 

Councilwoman Lauren Shoemaker 
Councilman-Elect William T. Brooks 

Marie M. Anders, City Attorney 
Jonathan Blanton, City Manager

 



City of Mount Holly
City Council 

Regular Meeting 

December 8, 2025 | 7:00 PM 
Municipal Complex - Council Chambers 

400 East Central Avenue 
Mount Holly, NC 28120 

 

CALL TO ORDER 
 

INVOCATION: Pastor Tom Newman from First Methodist Church 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Boy Scout Troop #59 
 

SET THE AGENDA  
 

CONSENT AGENDA  
 

1. Approval of the 2026 City Council Meeting Schedule 
 

2. Budget Amendment for the Water Plant Roof Project 
 

3. Budget Amendment to use the PFAS settlement funds 
 

4. Budget Amendment for Cameras at the Old Gym 
 

5. Budget Amendment for South Gateway Road 
 

6. Amendment of Audit Contract 
 

7. Approval of Stanley Interlocal Water Sales Agreement 
 

8. Approval of Position Allotment Changes 
 

9. Reappoint Myles Biggerstaff and Will Crist to serve an additional three-year term on the 
Planning Commission expiring on December 8, 2028. 

 

10. Approval of City Council Meeting Minutes - November 10, 2025 
 

11. Approval of Closed Session Meeting Minutes-November 10, 2025 
  

 

PRESENTATIONS  
 

1. Resolution Recognizing Bryan Hough 
 Mayor David Moore 

 

2. Oath of Office for Ivory Craig 
 Honorable Jesse B. Caldwell, III 

 

3. Oath of Office for Lauren Shoemaker 
 Honorable Jesse B. Caldwell, III 

 

4. Oath of Office for William T. Brooks 
   Honorable Jesse B. Caldwell, III  

 

5. Employee Years of Service Recognition 
 Mayor Moore  

 

6. Presentation of ISO 1 Classification to the Mount Holly Fire Department 
 Ryan Baker 

Office of the State Fire Marshal's Office 
 



City of Mount Holly
City Council 

Regular Meeting 

December 8, 2025 | 7:00 PM 
Municipal Complex - Council Chambers 

400 East Central Avenue 
Mount Holly, NC 28120 

 

7. Annual 2024 -2025 Audit Presentation 
 Claire Earnhardt- Martin Starnes 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT Three (3) Minute Limit  
 

OLD BUSINESS  
 

1. Discussion of the Duke Energy Riverbend Access Area 
 Eric Smallwood  

 

NEW BUSINESS  
 

1. City Manager Report                                                                                Jonathan Blanton 
 

 
 

CLOSED SESSION  
 

1. Closed Session Pursuant to N.C.G.S 143-318.11(a) (3 and 5) 
  

 

ADJOURN  
 

 



Regular Meeting
Agenda Action Form

Meeting Date From

December 8, 2025 Tara Douglas, City Clerk
City Clerk

CONSENT AGENDA Item # 1

Approval of the 2026 City Council Meeting Schedule

Will this require a public hearing? 

No

Background/Purpose of Request

Approval of the 2026 City Council Meeting Schedule

Fiscal Impact

Will Item affect current budget?
Reviewed by Finance Director?
Preaudit Certification Required?
Capital Project Ordinance 
Required?
Budget Transfer Required?
Total City Dollars:
Budget Code:
Reviewed by City Attorney?

Manager/Staff Recommendation

Attachments

1. 2026 Meeting Schedule Draft



2026 City Council Meeting Schedule

11/10/2025 _TD

         Council Meetings        Work Session Meetings

January 12, 2026    January 26, 2026     

February 9, 2026    February 27, 2026 (Retreat)  

March 9, 2026     March 23, 2026     

April 13, 2026      April 27, 2026    

May 11, 2026     May 18, 2026 (Budget)

June 8, 2026     June 22, 2026   

July 13, 2026     No work session meeting

August 10, 2026     August 24, 2026

September 14, 2026    September 28, 2026

October 12, 2026    October 26, 2026

November 9, 2026    No work session meeting

December 14, 2026    No work session meeting

All Council meetings begin at 7:00 p.m. All meetings are held in the Council Chambers at the 
Municipal Complex located at 400 East Central Avenue, Mount Holly, NC  28120.  All Work 
Session Meetings are held on the 4th Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers 
unless otherwise noted.  



Regular Meeting
Agenda Action Form

Meeting Date From

December 8, 2025 Jeremy Moss, Building and Grounds Director
Maintenance

CONSENT AGENDA Item # 2

Budget Amendment for the Water Plant Roof Project

Will this require a public hearing? 

No

Background/Purpose of Request

Water Plant roof project started last fiscal year and just finalized.

Fiscal Impact

Will Item affect current budget? Yes
Reviewed by Finance Director? Yes
Preaudit Certification Required? No
Capital Project Ordinance 
Required?

No

Budget Transfer Required? No
Total City Dollars: 33,222
Budget Code: 62-91-8000-550
Reviewed by City Attorney? No

Manager/Staff Recommendation

Recommend approving the budget amendment.

Attachments

1. BD#8



         CITY OF MOUNT HOLLY
FY 25-26 Budget Amendment

Account Account

Account Number Description Debit Credit

62-91-3991-000 Fund Balance Appropriation $0.00 $33,222.00
62-91-8000-550 Capital Projects $33,222.00 $0.00

$33,222.00 33,222.00$        

Date Submitted: 08-Dec-25

Finance Officer:

City Manager:

Department Comments:

TOTAL

Amendment to appropriate fund balance for Water Tank Roof



Regular Meeting
Agenda Action Form

Meeting Date From

December 8, 2025 Robert Stewart, Deputy Utility Director
Utility Department

CONSENT AGENDA Item # 3

Budget Amendment to use the PFAS settlement funds

Will this require a public hearing? 

No

Background/Purpose of Request

Budget Amendment to use the PFAS settlement funds to :

1) Purchase a 1 acre lot on Wilson St. along Dutchman's Creek from CaroMont to use for the future 
Pump Station that is currently in design. ($60,000) 
2) Purchase a new vehicle for the Water Treatment Plant to replace the 2011 F-150. ($35,000) 
estimated
3) Have a Water Meter repeater antenna installed on the Riverbend Water Tank for better 
connectivity. ($12,000)

Fiscal Impact

Will Item affect current budget? No
Reviewed by Finance Director? Yes
Preaudit Certification Required? No
Capital Project Ordinance 
Required?

No

Budget Transfer Required? Yes
Total City Dollars: $125,000
Budget Code:
Reviewed by City Attorney? No

Manager/Staff Recommendation

Staff recommends the approval of the proposed budget amendment.

This amendment is necessary to cover the costs with the following three priority items:

1. Purchasing land for the future Pump Station site.
2. A vehicle for the Water Plant staff.
3. Installing an antenna on the Riverbend water tank to improve connectivity.



Attachments

1. PFAS Budget Amenement



         CITY OF MOUNT HOLLY
FY 25-26 Budget Amendment

Account Account

Account Number Description Debit Credit

62-91-3837-500 Fund Balance Appropriation $0.00 $125,000.00
62-91-8000-550 Capital $125,000.00 $0.00

$125,000.00 125,000.00$      

Date Submitted: 08-Dec-25

Finance Officer:

City Manager:

Department Comments:

TOTAL

Amendment to appropriate PFAS settlement funds for Enterprise Capital Projects



Regular Meeting
Agenda Action Form

Meeting Date From

December 8, 2025 Eric Smallwood, Parks and Recreation Director
Parks and Recreation

CONSENT AGENDA Item # 4

Budget Amendment for Cameras at the Old Gym

Will this require a public hearing? 

No

Background/Purpose of Request

Free Play Open Gym at the Old Gym has exploded in popularity this school year.  With some days 
reaching as many as 90 participants, staff has identified a need for cameras to be placed in and 
around the old gym for safety purposes.  These cameras will be a stand alone system completely 
housed at the old gym and they will have the capability to be removed and reused in the event we 
no longer use the Old Gym for Mount Holly Parks and Recreation programming.

Fiscal Impact

Will Item affect current budget? Yes
Reviewed by Finance Director? Yes
Preaudit Certification Required? No
Capital Project Ordinance 
Required?

No

Budget Transfer Required? Yes
Total City Dollars: 9,700.00
Budget Code:
Reviewed by City Attorney?

Manager/Staff Recommendation

Attachments

1. Mt Holly Gym
2. BD#7



                                 606 East 2nd Avenue Gastonia NC 28054
980-329-9035

www.carolinaalarmservices.com      Initial  

Quotation Date November 3, 2025

Customer: Old Mt Holly Gym
Address: 

 Phone: 

Quantity Item Unit Price Amount

Camera System
1 DW-BJDX3112T Server 3100.00 3100.00
11 DWC-VSDG04BI 4mp Vandal 

Dome
300.00 3300.00

11 DW Recording Licenses 100.00 1100.00
10 Labor Hours 150.00 1500.00

Sub Total. 9,000.00
Tax.    630.00 
Total. 9,630.00



         CITY OF MOUNT HOLLY
FY 25-26 Budget Amendment

Account Account

Account Number Description Debit Credit

10-00-3991-000 Fund Balance Appropriation $0.00 $9,700.00
10-00-8000-550 Capital Projects $9,700.00 $0.00

$9,700.00 9,700.00$          

Date Submitted: 08-Dec-25

Finance Officer:

City Manager:

Department Comments:

TOTAL

Amendment to appropriate fund balance for camera's at the Old Gym



Regular Meeting
Agenda Action Form

Meeting Date From

December 8, 2025
Finance

CONSENT AGENDA Item # 5

Budget Amendment for South Gateway Road

Will this require a public hearing? 

No

Background/Purpose of Request

Budget Amendment to allocate fund balance in the General Fund to the South Gateway Road 
Project. The original amendment was on March 10, 2025. The project did not start until 7-1-2025. 
Therefore, the fund balance was not allocated in FY 2025 and a new amendment will need to be 
adopted.

Fiscal Impact

Will Item affect current budget? Yes
Reviewed by Finance Director? Yes
Preaudit Certification Required? No
Capital Project Ordinance 
Required?

No

Budget Transfer Required? Yes
Total City Dollars: 3,000,000
Budget Code: 10-00-3991-000
Reviewed by City Attorney? No

Manager/Staff Recommendation

Request approval of budget amendment

Attachments

1. Budget Amendment South Gateway Road



CITY OF MOUNT HOLLY
FY 25-26 Budget Amendment

 

Account Account

Account Number Description Debit Credit

10-00-3991-000 Fund Balance Appropriation $0.00 $3,000,000.00
10-00-4120-985 Transfer to Capital Projects $3,000,000.00 $0.00
41-00-9200-550 Construction $2,618,490.00
41-00-9200-552 Contingency $252,250.00
41-00-9200-556 Adminstrative Costs $129,260.00
41-00-3985-982 Transfer from General Fund $3,000,000.00

$6,000,000.00 6,000,000.00$    

Date Submitted: 08-Dec-25

Finance Officer:

City Manager:

Department Comments:

TOTAL

Amendment to appropriate fund balance for South Gateway Road Project originally FY2025



Regular Meeting
Agenda Action Form

Meeting Date From

December 8, 2025 Michelle Wood, Finance Director
Finance

CONSENT AGENDA Item # 6

Amendment of Audit Contract

Will this require a public hearing? 

No

Background/Purpose of Request

Due to Delayed Release of Final 2025 OMB Compliance Supplement the LGC is requiring us to 
amend the audit contract.

Fiscal Impact

Will Item affect current budget? No
Reviewed by Finance Director? Yes
Preaudit Certification Required? No
Capital Project Ordinance 
Required?

No

Budget Transfer Required? No
Total City Dollars:
Budget Code:
Reviewed by City Attorney? No

Manager/Staff Recommendation

Recommend approving the contract

Attachments

1. City of Mt. Holly & TDA - 2025 Amended Contract



LGC-205 Amend  AMENDMENT TO CONTRACT TO AUDIT ACCOUNTS Rev. 20

Whereas Primary Government Unit 

and Discretely Presented Component Unit (DPCU)  (if applicable) 

and Auditor 

entered into a contract in which the Auditor agreed to audit the accounts of the Primary Government Unit 
and DPCU (if applicable)  

for 
Fiscal Year Ending 

 

hereby agree that it is now necessary that the contract be modified as follows. 

Modified date 

Modification t

 

Modified fee 

Page 1 of 3 

Modification t

 

City of Mount Holly, NC

Mount Holly Tourism Development Authority

Martin Starnes & Associates, CPAs, P.A.

06/30/25 12/31/25

12/31/25 02/12/26

N/A - this contract amendment is due to the late release of the 2025 compliance supplement

This contract amendment is due to the late release of the 2025 compliance supplement.



LGC-205 Amended AMENDMENT TO CONTRACT TO AUDIT ACCOUNTS Rev. 20

Page 2 of 3 

SIGNATURE PAGE

AUDIT FIRM

Audit Firm

Authorized Firm Representative (typed or printed) Signature

Date Email Address

GOVERNMENTAL UNIT

Governmental Unit

Date Primary Government Unit Governing Board Approved 
Audit Contract ( )

Mayor/Chairperson (typed or printed) Signature

Date Email Address

Chair of Audit Committee (typed or printed, or �NA�) Signature

Date Email Address

GOVERNMENTAL UNIT � PRE-AUDIT CERTIFICATE
*ONLY REQUIRED IF FEES ARE MODIFIED IN THE AMENDED CONTRACT*

(Pre-audit certificate not required for ) 

Required by G.S. 159-28(a1) or G.S. 115C-441(a1)

This instrument has been pre-audited in the manner required by The Local Government 
Budget and Fiscal Control Act or by the School Budget and Fiscal Control Act.

Primary Governmental Unit Finance Officer Signature

Date of Pre-Audit Certificate Email Address

ress

Martin Starnes & Associates, CPAs, P.A.

Amber Y. McGhinnis

11/29/25 amcghinnis@msa.cpa

City of Mount Holly, NC

 David Moore, Mayor

 david.moore@mtholly.us

N/A

N/A



LGC-205 Amended AMENDMENT TO CONTRACT TO AUDIT ACCOUNTS Rev. 20  

Page 3 of 3 

SIGNATURE PAGE � DPCU 
(complete only if applicable) 

DISCRETELY PRESENTED COMPONENT UNIT 

DPCU 

Date DPCU Governing Board Approved Audit 
Contract 

Chairperson (typed or printed) Signature 

Date Email Address 

Chair of Audit Committee (typed or printed, or �NA�) Signature 

Date Email Address 

DPCU  � PRE-AUDIT CERTIFICATE 
*ONLY REQUIRED IF FEES ARE MODIFIED IN THE AMENDED CONTRACT*

(Pre-audit certificate not required for ) 

Required by G.S. 159-28(a1) or G.S. 115C-441(a1) 

This instrument has been pre-audited in the manner required by The Local Government 
Budget and Fiscal Control Act or by the School Budget and Fiscal Control Act. 

 Finance Officer Signature 

Date of Pre-Audit Certificate Email Address 

Mount Holly Tourism Development Authority

Michael Zubel

mzubel@midashospitality.com

N/A

N/A



Regular Meeting
Agenda Action Form

Meeting Date From

December 8, 2025 Brian DuPont, Assistant City Manager
City Management

CONSENT AGENDA Item # 7

Approval of Stanley Interlocal Water Sales Agreement

Will this require a public hearing? 

No

Background/Purpose of Request

The Town of Stanley approved the negotiated joint water agreement with the City of Mount Holly on 
November 20th.  This is the first formal agreement that has been in place in over a decade and is a 
fantastic example of joint collaboration and successful regionalization.

Fiscal Impact

Will Item affect current budget?
Reviewed by Finance Director?
Preaudit Certification Required?
Capital Project Ordinance 
Required?
Budget Transfer Required?
Total City Dollars:
Budget Code:
Reviewed by City Attorney?

Manager/Staff Recommendation

Recommend approval of the agreement.

Attachments

1. Stanley Mount Holly Water contract Stanley clean 9-23-2025 MMA redline 11-10-2025

















Regular Meeting
Agenda Action Form

Meeting Date From

December 8, 2025 Alexis Hines, Human Resources Director
Human Resources

CONSENT AGENDA Item # 8

Approval of Position Allotment Changes

Will this require a public hearing? 

No

Background/Purpose of Request

The current allotment has been adjusted to account for three additional firefighters due to the 
SAFER Grant.

Fiscal Impact

Will Item affect current budget?
Reviewed by Finance Director?
Preaudit Certification Required?
Capital Project Ordinance 
Required?
Budget Transfer Required?
Total City Dollars:
Budget Code:
Reviewed by City Attorney?

Manager/Staff Recommendation

Attachments

1. Position Allotment 11 26 25



Position Positions Authorized 
FY 25-26

Position Positions Authorized FY 25-
26

City Manager 1 Police Chief 1

Assistant City Manager 1 Deputy Police Chief 1

HR Director 1 Captain 2

City Clerk 1 Sergeant (includes 1 SRO) 7

Finance Director 1 Corporal (includes 1 SRO) 5

Deputy Finance Director 1 Patrol Officer (includes SRO and Detective) 19

General Ledger Accountant 1 Telecommunicator 8

IT Director 1 Records Management Supervisor 1

Fiscal Analyst 1 PD Executive Assistant 1

Administrative Asst - Finance 1 CSI, Evidence and Accreditation Manager 1

Customer Service Specialist 1 PT Detective/Officer 4

Deputy City Clerk 1 Auxiliary Officer (No Benefits) 2

Deputy Public Works Director of Buildings and Maintenance 1 Crossing Guards - PT (No benefits) 5

Maintenance Technician 2 Lieutenant 3

Landscape Technician 1

Systems Administrator I 1

Deputy HR Director 1

Electrician 1

Janitor 1

Revenue Collector (Part Time) 2 Position

Intern (Part Time Temp) 2 Mechanic 1

Economic Development Director 1 Mechanic Assistant 1

Billing Analyst 1 Admistrative Support Specialist 1

Position FIRE (44 Full, 10 Part)

Planning & Development Director 1 Position

Deputy Planning Director 1 Fire Chief 1

Planner I - CEPS 1 Deputy Fire Chief 1

GIS Technician II 1 Captain 9

Planner II 1 Fire Marshal 1

 Planning Technician 1 Firefighter 27

Firefighter PT 10

Administrative Assistant 1

Fire Division Chief 4

Position

Deputy Public Works Director of Streets & Solid Waste 1 Position

Streets and Solid Waste Division Manager 1 Recreation Superintendent 1

Crew Leader 2 Athletic Coordinator 1

Solid Waste Worker I 11 Recreation Maintenance Supervisor 1

Solid Waste Worker II 5 Maintenance Technician 2

Recreation Specialist 2

Parks and Recreation Director 1

PT - Recreation Aide and Maintenance Technician 
(  b fit )

13

Special Events Coordinator 1

Position

Deputy Public Works Director of Utilities 1 WATER (7 Full)

Site Inspector 2 Position

Stormwater Compliance Specialist II 1 ORC 1

Manager of Capital Projects and Inspections 1 Plant Operator 6

Engineer 1

Senior Administrative Support Specialist 1

Meter Analyst 1 WASTEWATER (3 Full )

Public Works Director 1 Position

ORC 1

Plant Operator 2

Position

Field Division Operations Manager 1

Crew Leader 2

Utility Crew (Utility Tech I or II) 6

Meter Reader 1

Location Tech 1

Pump Specialist 1

Utility Superintendent 1

Pump Technician 1

Total Full Time Positions Allotted 186

Total Part Time Positions Allotted 36

Total Auxiliary Officer Positions Allotted 2

224

PARKS & RECREATION (9 Full, 13 Part) 

UTILITIES ADMINISTRATION (9 Full)

FIELD SERVICES (15 Full)

Position Allotment FY 25-26

ADMINISTRATION :  (22 Full,  2 Part, 2 PT Temp) POLICE (49 Full,  9 Part,  2 Auxiliary)

GARAGE (3 Full)

PLANNING: (6 Full)

STREETS/SOLID WASTE (20 Full)



Regular Meeting
Agenda Action Form

Meeting Date From

December 8, 2025 Paul Lowe, Assistant Planning Director
Planning

CONSENT AGENDA Item # 9

Reappoint Myles Biggerstaff and Will Crist to serve an additional three-year term on the Planning 
Commission expiring on December 8, 2028.

Will this require a public hearing? 

No

Background/Purpose of Request

Myles Biggerstaff and Will Crist’s term expire December 12, 2025.  Staff have checked with both 
members, and they are willing to serve.  If reappointed, Biggerstaff and Crist’s will serve on the 
Planning Commission until December 8, 2028.  Staff recommends the reappointments as both 
members add value to the Commission and have good regular attendance.

Fiscal Impact

Will Item affect current budget? No.
Reviewed by Finance Director? No.
Preaudit Certification Required? No.
Capital Project Ordinance 
Required?

No.

Budget Transfer Required? No.
Total City Dollars: NA
Budget Code: NA
Reviewed by City Attorney? No.

Manager/Staff Recommendation

Reappoint Myles Biggerstaff and Will Crist to serve an additional three-year term on the Planning 
Commission.  If reappointed, their updated term will expire December 8, 2028.

Attachments

1. PC Roster_101625



*Last Updated:  10/16/25 
 

 
 

City of Mount Holly  
Planning Commission/Board of Adjustment Roster 

 
Teraseta Ellerbe, Chair (BOA Member) 

212 Augustus Lane 
Mount Holly, NC 28120 

704-860-6630 
terasetaellerbe@gmail.com 

Term Expires: December 2027 

Alberto Gonzalez, Vice Chair (BOA Member)
116 Thomas Springs Drive 
Mount Holly, NC 28120 

786-553-7639 
Albert.gonzalez63l@gmail.com 
Term Expires: December 2026  

Rodney Williams (BOA Member)  
315 South Main Street 

Mount Holly, NC 28120 
(C) 704-616-4008 

A1949hotrod@outlook.com 
Term Expires: December 2027 

Myles Biggerstaff (BOA Member) 
607 Timberlane Drive 

Mount Holly, NC 28120 
704-860-4777 

mbiggers@bellsouth.net 
Term Expires: December 2028 

Jerry Bishop, (BOA Member) 
200 East Catawba Drive 
Mount Holly, NC 28120 

704-460-9414 
jerrybishop4160@gmail.com 

Term Expires: December 2026 

Will Crist (Alternate Member) 
207 Old Mine Road 

Mount Holly, NC 28120 
704-451-9118 

wfcrist@bellsouth.net 
Term Expires: December 2028 

Perry Toomey (Alternate Member) 
203 Dogwood Drive 

Mount Holly, NC 28120 
704-827-0505 

perrytoomey@att.net 
Term Expires: December 2026 

Russell Hunt (Alternate Member) 
5125 Chegall Crossing Way 

Mount Holly, NC 28120 
704-604-6133 

rlhunt62@icloud.com  
Term Expires: May 2026 

Shawn Royall (Alternate Member) 
113 Birchwood Court 

Mount Holly, NC 28120 
704-622-6624 

shawnroyall1971@gmail.com  
Term Expires: May 2028 

Staff: 
Greg Beal-704-951-3012 
Paul Lowe-704-951-3014 

Brandon Livingston-704-951-3017  
Josh Blackwell-980-525-9041 

Beth Ann Winebarger-704-951-3026 
Nate Jones-704-616-4758 

 
Mount Holly Planning Department  

400 East Central Avenue Mount Holly, NC 28120 
704-827-3931 Option # 9 (Main City Phone Number) 



CITY OF MOUNT HOLLY 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2025 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

7:00 PM 

1 | P a g e  
Draft: 11/10/2025_TD 
Approved:  
 

CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Moore called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. The following were present: 

Mayor David Moore Jonathan Blanton, City Manager 
Mayor Pro Tem Lauren Shoemaker  Brian DuPont, Assistant City Manager 
Councilman Ivory Craig Alexis Hines, Human Resources Director  
Councilman Jeff Meadows-arrived 7:23 pm Brian Reagan, Police Chief 
Councilman Bryan Hough  Greg Beal, Planning Director 
Councilwoman Phyllis Harris Ryan Baker, Fire Chief 
Councilman Kenneth Reeves Robert Stewart, Deputy Utilities Director  
Marie M. Anders, City Attorney Eric Smallwood, Parks and Recreation 

Director  
Tara Douglas, City Clerk  Michelle Wood, Finance Director  
 Matt Black, Economic Development Director 
 Jason Green, Public Works Director 

  

INVOCATION 

Mayor Moore led the Council, staff, and attendees in prayer.  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

Boy Scout Troop 59 led the Council, staff, and attendees in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

SET THE AGENDA 

Mayor Moore entertained a motion to set the agenda as presented. 

Motion:  Councilwoman Harris made a motion to approve the agenda as presented. Councilman 
Hough seconded the motion.  

All Council members present and voting, voted in favor 5-0. (Motion Carried) 

 

 

 



CITY OF MOUNT HOLLY 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2025 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

7:00 PM 

2 | P a g e  
Draft: 11/10/2025_TD 
Approved:  
 

CONSENT AGENDA  

1. Approval to accept Assignment Assumption of Contract and Consent to Assignments 
from Red Clay to Aviator Paving Company - South Gateway Connector Road. 

2. Approval to Award Contract for Pavement Preservation Project RFP to Slurry Pavers, 
Inc. 

3. Approval of Application to the NCDOT's Pedestrian Safety Grant Program 
4. Approval of Application for NCLM Safety Grant 
5. Approval of City Council Meeting Minutes  October 27, 2025 
6. Approval of City Council Closed Session Minutes  October 27, 2025 
 

Mayor Moore entertained a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  

Motion:  Councilman Hough made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. 
Mayor Pro Tem Shoemaker seconded the motion.  

All Council members present and voting, voted in favor 5-0. (Motion Carried) 

PRESENTATIONS                                      

1. Presentation by David Childers 
                                                                                                                                 David Childers 

thanked the City Council for their support and attendance at his induction ceremony to the North 
Carolina Music Hall of Fame.  

PUBLIC COMMENT 

1. Starr Clinton-140 Crestwood Drive: Starr Clinton introduced herself to the community. 
Ms. Clinton represents and is a nonprofit servant for the hearing impaired.   

2. Quentin Goodwin- 312 W. Glendale: Paston Goodwin came to acknowledge the 
 needs. Pastor Goodwin stated that the faith communities are at work to 

address the needs of the citizens. Pastor Goodwin mentioned blessing boxes in the area 
and discussed various community events.  

3. Catie Cheek-410 Cherry Street Belmont: Ms. Cheek requested that the City invest in a 
fence for the playground area in one of the parks. Ms. Cheek requested age-appropriate 
play equipment for children who are not school age.   

 

 

 



CITY OF MOUNT HOLLY 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2025 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

7:00 PM 

3 | P a g e  
Draft: 11/10/2025_TD 
Approved:  
 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. City Manager Report 
     Jonathan Blanton 
 

Mr. Blanton 
there will not be a work session meeting and that he would like to share all of the exciting things 
that will be happening in Mount Holly between now and the next meeting in December. Mr. 
Blanton highlighted the successful Merry Market event that took place in the Grand Hall this 
past weekend and thanked our friends at Catalyst Mercantile. Mr. Blanton thanked the Mount 
Holly Historical Society for hosting thei

there will be no delay in residential garbage pickup. Mr. Blanton recapped the Mount Holly 
Museum ribbon cutting event on Sunday, November 2, 2025 stating that it was a great event and 
thanked everyone for attending. Mr. Blanton stated that the museum is open currently Monday 
through Friday through surveillance by the Mount Holly Police Department as we look towards 
staffing options and improvements to the museum. Mr. Blanton stated that the River Street Park 

Mr. Blanton stated 
that Enbridge has given the City of Mount Holly a grant for the Disc Golf improvements at River 
Street Park. Mr. Blanton thanked the Parks and Recreation Director, Eric Smallwood, for taking 
the lead on this project. Mr. Blanton stated that Olde Mecklenburg Brewery expects that they 
will start construction at the end of the month with an estimated grand opening around Labor 
Day 2026. Mr. Blanton stated that the Planning Department is hosting a GIS Day on November 
19, 2025 in the Grand Hall facilitated by Beth Ann Winebarger. Mr. Blanton stated that the 
Administrative Offices will be closed on Thursday, November 27th and Friday November 28th 
and there will be a delay in garbage pickup. Mr. Blanton stated that we are excited to partner 
with the TDA for Small Business Saturday on November 29, 2025. Mr. Blanton discussed the 
upcoming Christmas events noting the carriage rides, the Deck the Hall event in the Grand Hall 
on December 5, 2025, and the Christmas Parade on Saturday, December 6, 2025. Mr. Blanton 
reviewed the Veter
just an initial design and that any final agreements will be subject to City Council approval. Mr. 
Blanton noted that City staff is meeting with Street Lights Residential every two weeks to 
continue the discussions. Mr. Blanton stated that there will be a Charrette in the Grand Hall that 
will be open to the public. Mr. Blanton stated that any final agreements will be addressed during 
a public hearing. Mr. Blanton shared a marketing video from GarlandBurks Marketing. 
 
Councilman Meadows arrived at 7:23 pm during the City Manager Report.  
 

 
 



CITY OF MOUNT HOLLY 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2025 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

7:00 PM 

4 | P a g e  
Draft: 11/10/2025_TD 
Approved:  
 

 
 
 

CLOSED SESSION 

1. Closed Session Pursuant to N.C.G.S 143-318.11(a) (3 and 5) 
 

Mayor Moore entertained a motion to go out of the regular meeting and into closed session.  

Motion: Councilman Craig made a motion to go out of the regular meeting and into closed 
session at  7:25 pm. Councilman Hough seconded the motion.  

All Council members present and voting, voted in favor 6-0. (Motion Carried)  

Motion: Councilman Hough made a motion to come out of closed session and back into the 
regular meeting at  8:01 pm. Councilman Meadows seconded the motion.  

All Council members present and voting, voted in favor 6-0. (Motion Carried)  

ADJORN 

Motion: Councilman Hough made a motion to adjourn the November 10 , 2025 City Council 
meeting at 8:01pm. Councilwoman Harris seconded the motion.  

All Council members present and voting, voted in favor 6-0. (Motion Carried)                                                               

The meeting adjourned at 8:01 pm.  



Regular Meeting
Agenda Action Form

Meeting Date From

December 8, 2025 Tara Douglas, City Clerk
City Clerk

CONSENT AGENDA Item # 11

Approval of Closed Session Meeting Minutes-November 10, 2025

Will this require a public hearing? 

No

Background/Purpose of Request

Per the internal staff policy shared with Council, approval of closed session minutes will be part of 
the consent agenda.  A copy of the minutes will be provided under a separate cover to the Council 
as part of the closed session information packet.

Fiscal Impact

Will Item affect current budget?
Reviewed by Finance Director?
Preaudit Certification Required?
Capital Project Ordinance 
Required?
Budget Transfer Required?
Total City Dollars:
Budget Code:
Reviewed by City Attorney?

Manager/Staff Recommendation

Attachments

None



Regular Meeting
Agenda Action Form

Meeting Date From

December 8, 2025 Tara Douglas, City Clerk
City Clerk

PRESENTATIONS Item # 1

Resolution Recognizing Bryan Hough

Will this require a public hearing? 

No

Background/Purpose of Request

In appreciation and recognition of Bryan M. Hough's 24 years of public service. 

Fiscal Impact

Will Item affect current budget?
Reviewed by Finance Director?
Preaudit Certification Required?
Capital Project Ordinance 
Required?
Budget Transfer Required?
Total City Dollars:
Budget Code:
Reviewed by City Attorney?

Manager/Staff Recommendation

Attachments

1. Hough, Bryan resolution 2025



 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
  
       
       

 
        
 
       
 
       
        



Regular Meeting
Agenda Action Form

Meeting Date From

December 8, 2025 Tara Douglas, City Clerk
City Clerk

PRESENTATIONS Item # 2

Oath of Office for Ivory Craig

Will this require a public hearing? 

No

Background/Purpose of Request

Oath of Office for Ivory Craig. Attached is the Oath of Office that will be administered by the 
Honorable Jesse B. Caldwell, III on Monday, December 8, 2025.

Fiscal Impact

Will Item affect current budget?
Reviewed by Finance Director?
Preaudit Certification Required?
Capital Project Ordinance 
Required?
Budget Transfer Required?
Total City Dollars:
Budget Code:
Reviewed by City Attorney?

Manager/Staff Recommendation

Attachments

1. 2025 Oath of Office_Councilman Ivory Craig



Mount Holly North Carolina 
City Council

Oath of Office

I,  Ivory Craig , do solemnly and sincerely swear (or affirm) that I will support the 
Constitution and laws of the United States; that I will be faithful and bear true 
allegiance to the State of North Carolina, and to the constitutional powers and 
authorities which are or may be established for the government thereof; that I will 
endeavor to support, maintain and defend the Constitution and laws of said State, 
not inconsistent with the Constitution of the United States, to the best of my 
knowledge and ability; and that I will faithfully discharge the duties of my office as 
City Councilman of Mount Holly, so help me God. 

This 8th  day of December, 2025

-----------------------------------------------------

Ivory Craig, Councilman

Oath Administered By:      

___________________________________      

Honorable Jesse B. Caldwell, III                                                    
Retired/Recall Superior Court Judge



Regular Meeting
Agenda Action Form

Meeting Date From

December 8, 2025 Tara Douglas, City Clerk
City Clerk

PRESENTATIONS Item # 3

Oath of Office for Lauren Shoemaker

Will this require a public hearing? 

No

Background/Purpose of Request

Oath of Office for Lauren Shoemaker. Attached is the Oath of Office that will be administered by the 
Honorable Jesse B. Caldwell, III on Monday, December 8, 2025.

Fiscal Impact

Will Item affect current budget?
Reviewed by Finance Director?
Preaudit Certification Required?
Capital Project Ordinance 
Required?
Budget Transfer Required?
Total City Dollars:
Budget Code:
Reviewed by City Attorney?

Manager/Staff Recommendation

Attachments

1. 2025 Oath of Office_Councilwoman Lauren Shoemaker



Mount Holly North Carolina 
City Council

Oath of Office

I,  Lauren Shoemaker , do solemnly and sincerely swear (or affirm) that I will 
support the Constitution and laws of the United States; that I will be faithful and bear 
true allegiance to the State of North Carolina, and to the constitutional powers and 
authorities which are or may be established for the government thereof; that I will 
endeavor to support, maintain and defend the Constitution and laws of said State, 
not inconsistent with the Constitution of the United States, to the best of my 
knowledge and ability; and that I will faithfully discharge the duties of my office as 
City Councilwoman of Mount Holly, so help me God. 

This 8th  day of December, 2025

-----------------------------------------------------

Lauren Shoemaker, Councilwoman

Oath Administered By:      

___________________________________      

Honorable Jesse B. Caldwell, III                                                    
Retired/Recall Superior Court Judge



Regular Meeting
Agenda Action Form

Meeting Date From

December 8, 2025 Tara Douglas, City Clerk
City Clerk

PRESENTATIONS Item # 4

Oath of Office for William T. Brooks

Will this require a public hearing? 

No

Background/Purpose of Request

Oath of Office for William T. Brooks . Attached is the Oath of Office that will be administered by the 
Honorable Jesse B. Caldwell, III on Monday, December 8, 2025.

Fiscal Impact

Will Item affect current budget?
Reviewed by Finance Director?
Preaudit Certification Required?
Capital Project Ordinance 
Required?
Budget Transfer Required?
Total City Dollars:
Budget Code:
Reviewed by City Attorney?

Manager/Staff Recommendation

Attachments

1. 2025 Oath of Office _Councilman William T. Brooks



Mount Holly North Carolina 
City Council

Oath of Office

I,  William T. Brooks , do solemnly and sincerely swear (or affirm) that I will 
support the Constitution and laws of the United States; that I will be faithful and bear 
true allegiance to the State of North Carolina, and to the constitutional powers and 
authorities which are or may be established for the government thereof; that I will 
endeavor to support, maintain and defend the Constitution and laws of said State, 
not inconsistent with the Constitution of the United States, to the best of my 
knowledge and ability; and that I will faithfully discharge the duties of my office as 
City Councilman of Mount Holly, so help me God. 

This 8th day of December, 2025

-----------------------------------------------------

William T. Brooks, Councilman

Oath Administered By:      

___________________________________      

Honorable Jesse B. Caldwell, III                                                    
Retired/Recall Superior Court Judge



Regular Meeting
Agenda Action Form

Meeting Date From

December 8, 2025 Alexis Hines, Human Resources Director
Human Resources

PRESENTATIONS Item # 5

Employee Years of Service Recognition

Will this require a public hearing? 

No

Background/Purpose of Request

Fiscal Impact

Will Item affect current budget?
Reviewed by Finance Director?
Preaudit Certification Required?
Capital Project Ordinance 
Required?
Budget Transfer Required?
Total City Dollars:
Budget Code:
Reviewed by City Attorney?

Manager/Staff Recommendation

Attachments

1. Years of Service Attachment 2025 2026



Employee: Department: Years of Service:
Mark Jusko Parks & Rec 25
Travis Collier Fire 25
Robert Walker Streets and Solid 25
Jeffrey Lowery Parks & Rec 20
Douglas Baker Police 15
Alisha Rush Police 5
Daniel Love Fire 5
Timothy Bevis Police 5
Brennon Hudspeth Streets and Solid 5
Keith Lynch Public Works 5
Michelle Wood Administration 5



Regular Meeting
Agenda Action Form

Meeting Date From

December 8, 2025 Ryan Baker, Fire Chief
Fire Department

PRESENTATIONS Item # 6

Presentation of ISO 1 Classification to the Mount Holly Fire Department

Will this require a public hearing? 

No

Background/Purpose of Request

This is to formally recognize the Mount Holly Fire Department for being rated as an ISO Class 1 Fire 
Department.

Fiscal Impact

Will Item affect current budget?
Reviewed by Finance Director?
Preaudit Certification Required?
Capital Project Ordinance 
Required?
Budget Transfer Required?
Total City Dollars:
Budget Code:
Reviewed by City Attorney?

Manager/Staff Recommendation

Attachments

None



Regular Meeting
Agenda Action Form

Meeting Date From

December 8, 2025 Michelle Wood, Finance Director
Finance

PRESENTATIONS Item # 7

Annual 2024 -2025 Audit Presentation

Will this require a public hearing? 

No

Background/Purpose of Request

Presentation of the 2024-2025 Audit

Fiscal Impact

Will Item affect current budget? No
Reviewed by Finance Director? Yes
Preaudit Certification Required? No
Capital Project Ordinance 
Required?

No

Budget Transfer Required? No
Total City Dollars:
Budget Code:
Reviewed by City Attorney? No

Manager/Staff Recommendation

Attachments

1. Audit Presentation



12/1/2025

1

City of Mount Holly
2025 Audited Financial Statements

Audit Highlights

2

UNMODIFIED OPINION ON FINANCIAL
STATEMENTS

COOPERATIVE STAFF

NEW GASB 101 IMPLEMENTATION

1

2



12/1/2025

2

TOTAL FUND BALANCE � GENERAL FUND

3

$4,469,280

4

Serves as a measure of the City�s financial resources available.

(Assets + Deferred Outflows) - (Liabilities + Deferred Inflows) = 
Fund Balance/Net Position

5 Classifications:

Nonspendable - not in cash form (inventory)

Restricted - external restrictions (laws, grantors)

Committed - internal constraints at the highest (Council) level -
do not expire, require Council action to undo

Assigned - internal constraints, lower level than committed

Unassigned - no external or internal constraints

FUND BALANCE

3

4



12/1/2025

3

5

FUND BALANCE POSITION � GENERAL FUND

Total Fund Balance $18,834,804
Nonspendable - 306,060
Restricted fund balance - 4,166,781
Committed fund balance - 1,696,357 
Assigned fund balance - 3,054,805
Unassigned fund balance $   9,610,801 

Unassigned fund balance 2024 $  11,517,757
Decrease in unassigned FB 1,906,956

6

Available fund balance as defined by the Local Government
Commission (LGC) is calculated as follows:

Total Fund Balance 

Less:  Non spendable (not in cash form, not available)

Less:  Powell Bill (restricted by grantor, not available)

Less:  Stabilization by State Statute (by state law, not available)

Available Fund Balance

This is the calculation utilized as the basis for comparing you to other units and 
calculating your fund balance percentages.  

AVAILABLE FUND BALANCE

5

6



12/1/2025

4

7

AVAILABLE FUND BALANCE AS A PERCENT OF EXPENDITURES
AND TRANSFERS TO OTHER FUNDS - GENERAL FUND

8

2-YEAR COMPARISON � GENERAL FUND

2023 2024

Available Fund Balance less Powell Bill 19,187,731$  14,536,399$  
Total Exp+Trans out 28,520,142    31,252,677    
Avail FB/Total Exp+Trans out 67.28% 46.51%

7

8
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5

GENERAL FUND SUMMARY

9

TOP 3 REVENUES: GENERAL FUND

10

Other Revenues:

Other taxes and licenses
Permits and fees
Sales and services
Restricted intergovernmental
Miscellaneous revenues

Revenues Total:  $25,927,661

9

10
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6

AD VALOREM TAXES

11

UNRESTRICTED INTERGOVERNMENTAL

12

11

12



12/1/2025

7

INVESTMENT EARNINGS

13

TOP 3 EXPENDITURES: GENERAL FUND

14

Expenditures Total  $23,339,078

13

14
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8

PUBLIC SAFETY

15

GENERAL GOVERNMENT

16

15

16
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9

CAPITAL OUTLAY

17

18

WATER AND SEWER FUND - RESULTS

2024 2025 Variance %

Budgetary:
Operating Revenues 11,542,626$  11,463,543$  (79,083)$       -1%
Non-Operating Revenues 224,247         403,602         179,355         80%
Capital Outlay (1,424,294)     (2,421,700)     (997,406)       70%
Debt Service, including interest (1,148,404)     (944,466)        203,938         -18%
Other Expenditures (7,743,708)     (8,567,563)     (823,855)       11%
Revenues over (under) expenditures 1,450,467$    (66,584)$        (1,517,051)$  -105%

Full Accrual:
Operating Income(loss) 2,526,846$    615,331$       
Unrestricted Net Position 11,029,797    6,086,287      

17

18



12/1/2025

10

19

3-YEAR COMPARISON � WATER SEWER FUNDS

QUICKRATIO�LIQUIDASSETS/CURRENTLIABILITIES

20

WATER AND SEWER FUNDS - RATE CALCULATIONS

2023 2024 2025

Operating Net Income (Loss) excluding 5,343,176$  5,182,058$  3,468,720$  
  depreciation + debt service principal

Unrestricted cash/total expenses less
  depreciation + debt service principal 145.12% 169.00% 72.11%

19

20
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11

21

W&S Quick Ratio less than 1

W&S Capital Assets Condition Ratio less than 50%

Audit finding in the CY

FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE INDICATORS OF CONCERN
(FPIC)

TDA SUMMARY

22

21

22
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12

TOTAL FUND BALANCE

23

Questions?
Mary Claire Earnhardt

(828) 327 2727

mearnhardt@msa.cpa
www.msa.cpa

24

23

24



Regular Meeting
Agenda Action Form

Meeting Date From

December 8, 2025 Eric Smallwood, Parks and Recreation Director
Parks and Recreation

OLD BUSINESS Item # 1

Discussion of the Duke Energy Riverbend Access Area

Will this require a public hearing? 

No

Background/Purpose of Request

The final draft of the lease was provided to the City on November 12th and is attached to this 
agenda item.

Fiscal Impact

Will Item affect current budget?
Reviewed by Finance Director?
Preaudit Certification Required?
Capital Project Ordinance 
Required?
Budget Transfer Required?
Total City Dollars:
Budget Code:
Reviewed by City Attorney?

Manager/Staff Recommendation

Attachments

1. Riverbend Presentation
2. CITY OF MOUNT HOLLY - RIVERBEND - Lease Draft
3. Exhibit D NCWRC Maintenance for Lease











Riverbend Access Area – Mountain Island Lake
City of Mount Holly
February 27, 2025

PREPARED BY:  Christopher G. King, Senior Counsel, Duke Energy Corporation
Site:  003122

Land Unit:  0041961
Project No:  003122-867718

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA PUBLIC ACCESS AREA
LEASE AGREEMENT WITH

COUNTY OF GASTON CITY OF MOUNT HOLLY, NC

Riverbend Access Area 

Mountain Island Lake, FERC Catawba-Wateree

Project Number 2232

THIS LEASE is made and entered into by and between DUKE ENERGY CAROLINAS, LLC, a North 

Carolina limited liability company (“Lessor”), and CITY OF MOUNT HOLLY, a municipal corporation 

(“Lessee”) (Lessor and Lessee may also be referred to individually as “Party” or collectively, the “Parties”);

W I T N E S S E T H:

WHEREAS, Lessor holds a license (“License”) from the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 

(“FERC”) to operate the Catawba-Wateree Hydroelectric Project, FERC Project No. 2232 (the “Project”), which 

impounds the waters of the Catawba and Wateree Rivers, including Lake James, Lake Rhodhiss, Lake Hickory, 

Lookout Shoals Lake, Lake Norman, Mountain Island Lake and Lake Wylie in North Carolina and including 

Fishing Creek Reservoir, Cedar Creek Reservoir, Great Falls Reservoir, Lake Wateree and Lake Wylie in South 

Carolina, and which Project is subject to regulatory oversight by the FERC; and

WHEREAS, Lessor owns that certain property described herein lying within and adjoining the bed of 

Mountain Island Lake (the “Lake”) in Gaston County, North Carolina, which is part of the Project; and

WHEREAS, Lessee desires to lease a portion of said Project on the Lake for the purpose of constructing 

and maintaining a public park and/or public recreational area, containing 51.3 ± acres lying within and adjoining 

the Lake as more particularly shown and attached hereto as Exhibit A and incorporated herein by reference (the 



Riverbend Access Area – Mountain Island Lake
City of Mount Holly
February 27, 2025

“Leased Premises”); and as described in detail on the Site Plan entitled “Riverbend Access Area Improvements,” 

attached hereto as Exhibit B1 and incorporated herein by reference; and

WHEREAS, Lessor desires to construct a public park and/or public recreation area and Lessee desires to 

operate and maintain a public park and/or public recreation area provided such use does not interfere with Lessor’s 

ability to operate and maintain the Project in accordance with the Catawba-Wateree Comprehensive Relicensing 

Agreement (“CRA”), the License, other FERC requirements, and its business operations; and

WHEREAS, Article 411 of the License for the Project grants Lessor (as the licensee of the Project) the 

authority to grant permission for certain types of use and occupancy of Project lands and waters and to convey 

certain interests in Project lands and waters for certain types of use and occupancy as long as the proposed use 

and occupancy is consistent with the purposes of protecting and enhancing the scenic, recreational and 

environmental values of the Project.  

NOW, THEREFORE, Lessor, for and in consideration of the covenants and agreements hereinafter 

expressed to be kept and performed by Lessee, hereby leases to Lessee and Lessee hereby leases from Lessor, 

subject to the exceptions and reservations and upon the terms and conditions and for the purposes in this 

instrument set out, the Leased Premises.

1) Term:  This Lease shall begin on the             day of                                 , (the “Effective Date”), 

and shall expire at the end of the term of the License granted to Lessor by the FERC effective November 1, 2015 

(including any extension periods of the License as may be granted by the FERC through annual licenses or 

otherwise, but not including the next new or subsequent license the FERC may issue after the expiration of the 

License), unless terminated sooner pursuant to Paragraphs 28, 29, 30, 31 or 32 of this Lease.  Lessor may terminate 

this Lease at any time if directed to do so by the FERC or its successor agency having jurisdiction over 

hydroelectric reservoirs that are subject to the Federal Power Act or, if necessary, to comply with FERC 

requirements.  

2) Warranties:  In order to induce Lessor to enter into this Lease, Lessee warrants and represents that 

it has authority to enter into this Lease.  Lessor represents that it has full and lawful authority to enter into this 

Lease for lands dedicated to public use by terms of the License for the Project issued by the FERC pursuant to 

the Federal Power Act.



Riverbend Access Area – Mountain Island Lake
City of Mount Holly
February 27, 2025

a) Disclaimer of Certain Warranties of Condition:  Lessee accepts the Leased Premises “AS IS.” 

Lessor makes no warranties or representations as to the conditions of the Leased Premises or 

any improvements thereon, whether open and obvious or concealed. Lessor makes no 

representation or warranty, express or implied, and will bear no responsibility as to the existing 

or future water quality or quantity in the Lake or its tributaries, or the sufficiency or suitability 

of the Leased Premises for use as a public park and/or public recreation area.

b) Assignment of Contractor and Vendor Warranties:  Lessor agrees to Lessee’s rights under all 

assignable contractor or vendor warranties relating in any way to any building, fixture or other 

improvement located on the Leased Premises, as permitted by the terms and conditions of 

contractor or vendor warranties.

3) Rent and/or Other Consideration; Taxes:  The consideration flowing to Lessor for this Lease is 

Lessee’s assumption of responsibility for construction, maintenance and operation of present and future recreation 

facilities permitted under the terms of the License. Failure by Lessee to maintain and operate the permitted 

facilities and the Leased Premises to the standards reasonably required by the FERC, which standards are set forth 

in Exhibit C and Lessor shall provide any updates thereto promptly to lessee, shall constitute a default under the 

terms of this Lease pursuant to Paragraph 29 herein. Should the FERC require additional public recreation 

facilities within the Leased Premises, Lessor and Lessee shall hold a meeting to discuss the requirement. The 

procedures set forth in Paragraph 6, Site Plan, shall be followed.

4) Permitted Uses:  The Leased Premises may be used by Lessee for the development, maintenance 

and operation of a public park and/or public recreation area and for no other purpose unless it is a compatible use, 

such as the provision of recreation-related goods and services, which may be permitted on site when authorized 

in advance in writing by Lessor.  Any public park and/or public recreation area may include, but is not limited to, 

the following types of area development:

a) All uses shown in Exhibit B1 as well as Public Park or Recreation Areas –

i) Areas that have developed recreational facilities, such as wildlife viewing 

facilities, benches, picnic facilities, maintenance and related structures or 

facilities that directly support park operations and maintenance, and other related 

facilities or amenities; and



Riverbend Access Area – Mountain Island Lake
City of Mount Holly
February 27, 2025

ii) Recreation uses such as picnicking, hiking, wildlife viewing, boating, fishing, 

swimming, and other related outdoor activities.

b) Access and/or Trail Areas – areas that enable water access via canoe / kayak launches, or 

land access via pedestrian trails.

c) Nature Preserve/Research Areas – areas that provide land for and promote the development 

of cooperative partnerships to enable preservation activities, conservation easements and/or 

research and education.

5) Public Use of Facilities:  Use of any and all public park and/or public recreation area facilities, 

including such public service/convenience facilities as restrooms, water faucets, public communications 

equipment, trash receptacles, etc., constructed or placed on the Leased Premises by Lessee will be open to use by 

boaters, bank fishing persons and all other public recreation users of the public recreation facilities, during the 

times and for the applicable fees stipulated in Exhibit B-2.  

6) Site Plan:  The Site Plan, attached hereto as Exhibit B1, shall be implemented by Lessor. Any 

changes to the Site Plan after initial site development require prior written approval of Lessor. Additions to, 

modifications or removal of any facilities will require the submittal to Lessor of detailed plans, including but not 

limited to, construction plans and elevation drawings. Major additions, modifications or removal may require 

review by other entities and may require FERC approval, as provided in Article 411 of the License and the FERC-

approved Catawba-Wateree Recreation Management Plan.

If, as part of this Lease, Lessor approves construction of new facilities, such facilities must be 

constructed within the timelines defined with approval of new facilities. A one (1) year or other appropriate 

time extension may be considered if Lessee files a written request with Lessor at least 60 days prior to the 

construction deadline for any specific facility or facilities, setting forth the reasons why the facility or facilities 

will not be completed within the allotted timeframe. If an extension of time to complete construction of the 

facilities is granted by Lessor, additional requirements may be required of Lessee to meet revised regulations 

or shoreline development guidelines.

Should FERC require additional recreation facilities to be located at the Leased Premises, Lessor will 

contact Lessee and arrange a meeting to discuss the required additional recreation facilities.  At the meeting the 



Riverbend Access Area – Mountain Island Lake
City of Mount Holly
February 27, 2025

specifics of what facilities must be added, where the facilities can be added, an estimated cost for adding the 

facilities, and the timing of adding additional facilities should be determined.  Lessor and Lessee will then evaluate 

their available resources to determine how and when the required additional recreation facilities will be 

constructed, and if those resources will be in dollars, ‘in-kind’ services or a combination thereof.  A revised site 

plan will be developed based on the results of the meeting.  Once Lessor and Lessee are in agreement with the 

revised plan, at Lessor’s option, Lessor and Lessee shall enter into a revised lease or amendment to lease. 

7) User Fees and Hours of Operation:  Lessee agrees that Lessor’s employees, third-party contractor 

employees, federal, state and local law enforcement, environmental, public health and emergency response crews 

operating in his/her official capacity will be exempt from user fees. Any proposed changes in the schedule of fees 

or hours of operation by Lessee must be submitted in writing to Lessor at least sixty (60) days prior to proposed 

implementation and must be approved in writing by Lessor prior to implementation. Contracts or leases between 

Lessee and third parties regarding the sale of goods or services on the Leased Premises must be submitted to 

Lessor at least sixty (60) days prior to proposed implementation; and must not be executed until Lessee receives 

written approval from Lessor. Lessee agrees that user fees as well as any proceeds it collects from third-party 

contracts or leases associated with the Leased Premises will be used exclusively to:

a) offset Lessee’s costs of operation, maintenance, and capital improvements of the Leased 

Premises or other public recreation facilities for which Lessee is responsible that are also 

within or adjoining the Project Boundary or within or adjoining a free-flowing section of the 

Catawba or Wateree rivers, or

b) offset Lessee’s cost of improving its own public recreation department in specific areas that 

benefit public recreation users of the Project or the aforementioned free-flowing section of 

the Catawba or Wateree rivers.

Lessee agrees to submit an annual report providing information including but not limited to the number of users, 

user fees collected and disposition of user fees to document compliance for requirements of this Paragraph 7 and 

to assist Lessor in its reporting on shoreline activities and planning efforts to the FERC. 

8) Joint Annual Inspection:  Lessor and Lessee will perform a joint annual physical inspection of the 

Leased Premises each year for the term of this Lease to ensure the Leased Premises are being maintained in a safe 
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manner compliant with FERC requirements, and to the maintenance levels mutually acceptable to Lessor and 

Lessee.

9) Entry by Lessor:  Lessor, its agents and representatives, at all reasonable times may enter the 

Leased Premises to examine same, and any such entry by or on behalf of Lessor shall not be or constitute an 

eviction, partial eviction or deprivation of any right of Lessee and shall not alter the obligations of Lessee 

hereunder or create any right in Lessee adverse to the interest of Lessor.  In the event Lessee is temporarily unable 

to operate the recreation facilities, Lessor shall have the right to enter the Leased Premises and operate the 

recreation facilities until such time as Lessee is able to resume operation.  Any such entry by or on behalf of 

Lessor for temporary operation shall not be or constitute an eviction, partial eviction or deprivation of any right 

of Lessee and shall not alter the obligations of Lessee hereunder or create any right in Lessee adverse to the 

interest of Lessor.

10) Maintenance:  Lessee recognizes it has the continuing responsibility to ensure the constructed and 

placed facilities are maintained in good repair, including, but not limited to, maintenance of those facilities in the 

Site Plan as shown in that aerial depiction entitled, “Maintenance Responsibility Area,” and attached hereto and 

incorporated herein by reference as Exhibit B3, and proper erosion control within the Leased Premises and along 

the shoreline, and agrees to take all reasonable steps necessary to meet this responsibility. Except for facilities 

specifically designated in this Lease to be maintained by other entities, Lessee is to maintain all structures and 

improvements within the Leased Premises in a sound condition and in neat appearance and pay all costs for said 

maintenance.  In the event Lessee fails to properly maintain all buildings and improvements or Lessee fails to 

obtain budgetary appropriations for the maintenance of the Leased Premises, then Lessor may terminate this Lease 

and retake possession of the Leased Premises, as set forth in Paragraphs 29 and 30.

Lessor has entered into the Duke Energy Catawba-Wateree Public Access Area Agreement with the 

North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission (NCWRC), attached hereto as Exhibit D for the maintenance 

of certain portions of established public access areas including the Leased Premises and for the provision of 

additional public recreation facilities within such areas. Lessee understands and agrees that Lessee shall not have 

exclusive control of the Leased Premises and shall coordinate with Lessor and NCWRC for the operation and 

maintenance of the Leased Premises.



Riverbend Access Area – Mountain Island Lake
City of Mount Holly
February 27, 2025

11)    Signage:  Lessor will provide to Lessee all information required for signage at the entrance to boat 

access ramps or other signage as required by the License. Lessee shall erect the signs within 30 days of receipt of 

said information and maintain the signs during the term of this Lease.

12) Improvements:  Lessee shall have the right, but not the obligation, at its own expense to make 

additions or modifications to those facilities and improvements existing upon the Leased Premises. However, 

Lessee shall submit to Lessor for Lessor’s review detailed plans, including but not limited to construction plans 

and elevation drawings of all proposed material alterations or improvements and receive the written approval of 

Lessor prior to initiating work on proposed alterations or improvements. Dependent on the scope and substance 

of the proposed alterations or improvements, modification of the Site Plan may be required.  Additionally, certain 

substantive changes may require the approval of applicable local, state and federal agencies prior to submittal of 

the request to Lessor and in certain situations Lessor will need to submit Lessee’s application to the FERC for 

approval, prior to issuance of approval by Lessor.

13) Illegal and Prohibited Uses:  Lessee shall not make or permit to be made any illegal or prohibited 

use of the Leased Premises or any use thereof constituting a public nuisance and shall keep the Leased Premises 

in a neat and orderly manner and shall comply with all applicable building codes and health regulations and with 

the rules and regulations of any and all applicable governmental authorities. All water and sanitary sewer facilities 

shall be designed, installed, constructed, maintained and operated only with the approval of the applicable 

governmental authority, provided that Lessee shall be responsible for the initial construction thereof.  Prohibited 

uses under the terms of the Lease include but are not limited to the following:  

a) Sale of alcoholic beverages or drugs;

b) Gambling (e.g., installation of video gaming machines that pay off, etc.);

c) Creation or installation of firearm or shooting ranges;

d) Charging excessive fees; 

e) Establishing predetermined user groups that use specific facilities; and

f) Excluding any user on the basis of age, sex, race, color, religion, national origin, 

handicap/disability, or familial status.
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14) Fire Protection:  In the event of a fire within or threatening to the lands or facilities of any park or 

recreation area which is a part of this Lease, Lessee agrees to assist Lessor with the protection of the park or 

recreation area against such fire.

15) Leased Premises Subject to FERC Oversight:  Lessee agrees its use of the Leased Premises will 

comply with FERC Order No. 313, attached hereto as Exhibit C, and all regulations or directives issued by the 

FERC.  Lessee’s use of the aforesaid lands will not endanger health or safety, create a nuisance or otherwise be 

incompatible with the overall recreational use of the Project.  Failure by Lessee to maintain and operate the FERC-

required facilities and the Leased Premises to the standards reasonably required by the FERC shall constitute a 

default under the terms of this Lease pursuant to Paragraph 29.  If Lessee becomes temporarily unable to operate 

FERC-required recreation facilities, Lessor retains the right to enter the Leased Premises and operate, or arrange 

for the operation of, the recreation facilities in accordance with the FERC-approved Catawba-Wateree License 

and Recreation Management Plan.  Lessee must obtain written approval from Lessor to take out of service any 

recreation facility located within the Leased Premises, for any period of time other than as required for routine 

maintenance.  

16) Compliance with State, Federal and Local Laws:  Lessee agrees that its use of the Leased Premises 

as herein provided shall be consistent with all applicable state, federal and local laws as well as all ordinances, 

rules, regulations and sanctions of any regulatory body or governmental agency (state, federal or local) having 

jurisdiction in the Leased Premises, and Lessee’s use of the Leased Premises shall comply with all applicable 

requirements of Lessor’s Recreation Management Plan, Shoreline Management Guidelines, and the Shoreline 

Management Plan, copies of which, together with subsequent amendments thereto, shall be provided to Lessee.  

Upon request by Lessor, Lessee shall re-enter the Leased Premises at any time after the termination or expiration 

of this Lease and perform such operations necessary for compliance with then applicable law, ordinances or 

regulations at the termination date.  Lessee shall be relieved of any responsibility for compliance under the re-

entry requirement of this Paragraph 16 if during the Lease term, Lessor causes noncompliance by changing 

conditions upon the Leased Premises, including but not limited to, land use pattern, or causing or allowing any 

third party to do so.
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17) Protection of Environment:  All necessary precautions shall be taken during construction and 

subsequent operation and maintenance of the facilities to protect and enhance the scenic, environmental, 

recreational and cultural values of any affected lands and waters of the Project.

18) Archaeological Resources:  Lessee shall comply with the cultural resources consultation 

requirements specified in Lessor’s Historic Properties Management Plan for the Project regarding any ground-

disturbing activities, inadvertent discoveries, treatment of human remains and funerary objects or significant 

modifications to the leased facilities and lands.  If any archaeological resources are discovered during construction 

or maintenance activities, such activities shall be halted and the State Historic Preservation Officer shall be 

contacted to determine what measures, if any, are needed to protect or salvage the resources and Lessor shall be 

notified.  Written notice shall be given to Lessor and all other appropriate agencies of any such discovery and the 

measures being implemented, if any are required.  

19) Utility Easement:  Lessor for itself, successors and assigns, reserves an easement to build, 

construct, maintain and operate electric distribution/transmission lines on, over, under, along and above the 

Leased Premises.  Lessor also reserves the right, privilege and easement to erect, construct, reconstruct, replace, 

maintain and use towers, poles, wires, crossarms and other appliances and fixtures for the purpose of transmitting 

or distributing electric power, for Lessor's communication purposes, and for any other purpose that is, in Lessor’s 

sole discretion, consistent with its business operations, together with the right to keep said lines, appliances, and 

fixtures free of structures, trees and other objects that may endanger or interfere with same.  Lessor will notify 

and consult with Lessee as to the plans for the construction of any buildings or structures to be placed within the 

Leased Premises, necessary to conduct Lessor’s business.  

20) Reservation of Use:  The right to use the Leased Premises for Project purposes (not inconsistent 

with the activities and purpose of this Lease) is hereby reserved to Lessor, its successors and assigns.

21) Reservation of Authority:  No terms or conditions herein contained shall be construed as limiting 

or affecting in any way the authority of Lessor in connection with its exercise of proper protection and 

administration of the Public Access Areas or its License.
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22) Response to Increase in Recreation Use:  Lessor will in good faith, for the included lakes 

aforementioned in the Project, endeavor to accommodate future increases in public recreation use of the lakes by 

arranging for the designation of lands for recreation use that are or may become available for such purposes and 

when such land areas are consistent with the Shoreline Management Plan, Recreation Management Plan and/or 

the operation of Lessor’s business. 

23) FERC License and CRA Conflicts:  This Lease is subject to the terms and conditions of the License 

for the Project and the CRA.  In the event of any conflict between the terms and conditions of this Lease and the 

terms of the License or CRA, it is agreed that the terms of the License or CRA, respectively, shall prevail.

24) Transfer or Assignment:  Lessee may not transfer or assign this Lease or let or sublet the whole or 

any part of the Leased Premises to anyone without the prior written consent of Lessor. 

25) Indemnity:  Lessee will indemnify and save harmless Lessor, its successors and assigns, from and 

against any and all claims arising from any conduct, management, operation, work or thing done in or about the 

Leased Premises or any building, structure or equipment thereon during the term of this Lease or arising from any 

act or failure to act by Lessee, its agents, contractors, employees or sublessees, or arising from any accident, injury 

or damage whatsoever, however caused, to any person or persons or to the property of any person, persons, 

corporation or corporations during the term of this Lease on, in or about the Leased Premises and from and against 

all costs, counsel fees, expenses, liabilities and damages incurred in or about such claims or any action or 

proceeding brought thereon, and in case any action or proceeding be brought against Lessor, its successors or 

assigns, by reason of any such claim, Lessee, on notice from Lessor, shall resist and defend such action or 

proceeding by counsel satisfactory to Lessor.  

Lessee hereby waives all claims against Lessor for damages to the improvements and other property that 

are now or hereafter placed or built on the Leased Premises caused by or resulting from intermittent flooding or 

drawdown of the waters of the Lake.

26) Insurance by Lessee:  Lessee agrees that, at its own cost and expense, it shall obtain and maintain 

in force during the term of this Lease the following insurance coverage and minimum insurance limits:

a) Commercial General liability insurance from a reputable insurance company authorized 
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to do business in North Carolina, providing coverage for any and all risks of liability 

associated with Lessee’s occupancy and use of the Leased Premises and the activities 

authorized hereunder, with limits of at least $2,000,000 per occurrence.

b) Workers’ Compensation

c) Employers’ Liability Insurance of not less than $1,000,000 each accident.

d) Automobile Liability Insurance of not less than $1,000,000 each occurrence.

Lessee must meet the following additional insurance-related requirements:

i. Insurance coverage must be from the State Insurance Reserve Fund, or where applicable and 

authorized, with insurance companies with a minimum A.M. Best Rating of A-VII.

ii. Lessee shall deliver to Lessor certificates of insurance prior to the beginning of the Lease and 

within 30 days of each insurance renewal.  The certificates of insurance shall list the coverages 

and limits, the expiration dates and terms of policies and all endorsements whether or not 

required by Lessor, and listing all carriers issuing said policies.  Lessor shall not be obligated to 

review any of Lessee’s certificates of insurance, insurance policies and/or endorsements or 

advise Lessee of any deficiencies in such documents, and any receipt of copies or review by 

Lessor shall not relieve Lessee from or be deemed a waiver of Lessor’s right to insist on strict 

fulfillment of Lessee’s obligations.  

iii. Lessee shall name Lessor as an additional insured, using Insurance Services Office, Inc. (ISO) 

additional insured (CG 20 10) or equivalent, under all required policies of liability insurance. 

(Except Worker's Compensation Insurance).  All policies shall include waivers of any right of 

subrogation of the insurers using standard ISO forms. The certificate(s) of insurance shall 

specifically confirm the “waiver of subrogation” and “additional insured” obligations.

iv. All insurance policies shall each contain a provision that coverage will not be cancelled, not 

renewed or materially modified unless at least thirty (30) days' prior written notice has been 

given but, in any event, if Lessee becomes aware of any such cancellation, reduction in coverage 

or non-renewal, Lessee shall provide written notice to Lessor of such action within ten (10) days 

of receipt of notice of any such action from its carrier.  All policies of insurance required shall 

be endorsed or shall otherwise provide that Lessee’s insurance shall be primary with respect to 

their own acts or omissions and not be in excess of, or contributing with, any insurance 
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maintained by Lessor.  Lessee will be responsible for their own respective deductibles, self-

insured retentions, and self-insurance under its insurance program.  

v. Should Lessee fail to provide or maintain any required insurance, Lessor shall have the right, 

but not the obligation, to provide or maintain any such insurance, and to invoice the cost to 

Lessee whereupon Lessee shall reimburse Lessor annually within forty-five (45) days following 

the request for payment.  

vi. Upon Lessee’s contracting with an entity for the purpose of constructing any facilities on the 

Leased Premises, Lessor shall be named as an additional insured on a policy of insurance 

covering the scope of such activity prior to the commencement of any activity by Lessee, its 

agents or contractors.  All policies shall include waivers of any right of subrogation of the 

insurers using standard ISO forms. Any contractor or subcontractor performing work on property 

that is the subject of this Lease shall have in place prior to commencement of any activity and 

during the performance of any activity, the following types of insurance and minimum coverage 

limits:

Commercial General Liability Coverage – $2 million per occurrence.

Workers Compensation – Within statutory limits.

Employer’s Liability – $1 million each accident.

Automobile Liability – $1 million per occurrence.

27) Hazard Insurance:  Lessee shall also, at all times during the term of this Lease, keep all 

improvements which are now or hereafter a part of the Leased Premises insured against loss or damage by fire 

and the extended coverage hazards for one hundred percent (100%) of the full replacement value of such 

improvements of like kind and quality.  Any loss adjustment shall require the written consent of both Lessor and 

Lessee.  In the event any improvements upon the Leased Premises shall be damaged or destroyed by fire or other 

casualty, then Lessee shall promptly restore same to the condition existing before such loss or damage.

28) Hazardous Materials:  The following items are to be implemented by Lessee for the Leased 

Premises:

a) Lessee shall not bring to or handle, store, dispense, transport or locate on or about the Leased 

Premises any chemical substances, oil, gasoline, other petroleum products, formaldehyde, PCBs, 

or any toxic, carcinogenic, radioactive or hazardous wastes, materials, substances or 
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contaminants (known collectively “Hazardous Materials”) for purposes other than construction, 

maintenance or repair of the recreation facilities, without Lessor’s prior written authorization. 

Notwithstanding the foregoing, Lessee shall not bring to or handle, store, dispense, transport or 

locate on or about the Leased Premises any materials that contain asbestos, methylene chloride, 

or hexavalent chromium.  For primers or coatings suspected of containing lead, Lessee shall 

ensure the lead content of such products or materials is no more than the current Consumer 

Product Safety Commission threshold.

b) While handling, transporting or storing any Hazardous Materials on or about the Leased 

Premises, Lessee shall act in full compliance with all applicable federal, state and local laws, 

ordinances and regulations. 

c) Lessee shall give Lessor immediate written notice of any problem, spill, discharge or threatened 

discharge of or relating to Hazardous Materials on or about the Leased Premises, and of any 

private or governmental investigation relating to Hazardous Materials on or about the Leased 

Premises. Lessor shall have the right to participate in and approve any environmental assessment 

or environmental clean-up plan for the Leased Premises.  Lessee, its employees, agents and 

contractors, shall fully cooperate with any and all federal, state and local governmental officials 

having jurisdiction over the Leased Premises in resolving any environmental problem.

d) Lessee’s failure to comply strictly with the provisions and mandates of this Paragraph 28 shall 

constitute a breach of this Lease, entitling Lessor to terminate this Lease and to exercise any 

other rights and remedies available to Lessor hereunder or otherwise.

29) Events of Default; Termination:  

a) The following events shall be deemed to be events of default by Lessee under this Lease (each 

singularly referred to herein as an “Event of Default”):

i) If Lessee fails to comply with any term, provision or covenant of this Lease other than 

the payment of any sum of money, and shall not cure such failure within sixty (60) days 

after due written notice thereof to Lessee; provided, however, if Lessor, in its reasonable 

discretion, determines that such failure cannot be cured within sixty (60) days, Lessee 

shall be in default under this Lease if Lessee fails to commence to cure such failure within 

the same sixty (60) day period or thereafter fails to act to diligently and promptly cure 

such failure; or
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ii)  If Lessee voluntarily discontinues or voluntarily ceases to use the Leased Premises and 

the improvements for the permitted use or closes its operations on the Leased Premises 

for any period greater than ninety (90) days; or

iii) If Lessee fails to satisfy the timelines established in the Site Plan or if an extension is 

granted by Lessor, Lessee fails to meet the extended timeline and any requirements set 

by Lessor as a condition of the extension, and fails to notify Lessor and follow the 

requirements as set out in this Lease; or

iv) Any other event of default as specifically addressed in the paragraphs contained herein.

b) Upon the occurrence of an Event of Default hereunder, Lessor shall be entitled to pursue any 

one or more of the following remedies without notice or demand:

i) Terminate this Lease and Lessee’s right of possession of the Leased Premises in which 

event Lessee shall immediately surrender the Leased Premises to Lessor, and if Lessee 

fails to do so, Lessor may, without prejudice to any other remedy which it may have for 

such Event of Default, enter upon and take possession of the Leased Premises, and expel 

or remove Lessee and any other person or entity who may be occupying the Leased 

Premises or any part thereof, by force, if necessary, without being liable for prosecution 

or any claim for damages therefore;

ii) Without having terminated this Lease, terminate Lessee’s right of possession of the 

Leased Premises, by force, if necessary, without being liable for prosecution of any claim 

for damages therefore, and perform Lessee’s obligations under this Lease, and Lessee 

shall reimburse Lessor upon demand for any expenses which Lessor may incur in 

effecting compliance with the terms of the Lease and Lessor shall not be liable for any 

damages resulting to Lessee from such actions;

iii) Bring suit for the collection of any amounts for which Lessee is then in default, or for the 

performance of any other covenant or lease by which Lessee is bound, with or without 

entering into possession or terminating this Lease.

c) In the event Lessor elects to terminate this Lease by reason of the occurrence of an Event of 

Default, this Lease shall terminate and come to an end as if that were the date originally fixed 

herein for the expiration of the term hereof.  Notwithstanding such termination, Lessee shall be 

liable for and shall pay to Lessor all indebtedness accrued hereunder to the date of such 

termination.
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d) In case of any Event of Default or breach by Lessee, Lessee shall also be liable for the costs of 

removing and storing Lessee’s or any other occupant’s personal property and all expenses 

incurred by Lessor in enforcing or defending Lessor’s rights and/or remedies, including 

reasonable attorneys’ fees.

Lessee acknowledges that, upon the termination of this Lease by Lessor upon an Event of Default or 

termination by Lessee, the FERC has authority to reclassify non-Project recreation facilities permitted by this 

Lease (as identified on Exhibit B1) as Project facilities and to require Lessor to operate and maintain all recreation 

facilities.  In such event, all buildings, improvements, fixtures and other items of real property shall become the 

property of Lessor.  At the option of Lessor or Lessee, Lessee shall remove all personal property of Lessee located 

upon the Leased Premises.  If Lessee shall not have removed its personal property within thirty (30) days of the 

termination or expiration of the Lease as directed by Lessor, Lessor may at its option retain and use any portion 

of same or remove and dispose of any portion of same without liability to Lessor and shall be reimbursed by 

Lessee for its cost thereof.  

30) Termination for Lack of Funding:  Notwithstanding any other provision of this Lease, it is understood 

and agreed by and between the Parties that in the event Lessee is unable to obtain funding by appropriation or 

otherwise to operate and maintain the recreational facilities herein provided beyond the end of any then-current 

State fiscal year and so notifies Lessor thereof within sixty (60) days of the final approval of Lessee’s 

appropriations for that coming fiscal year, this Lease shall be considered canceled. Such cancellation shall cause 

the Lease to terminate as if that was the date originally affixed herein for the expiration of the term hereof and

shall not constitute an “Event of Default” as defined herein. Notwithstanding such cancellation, Lessee shall be 

liable for and shall pay to Lessor all indebtedness accrued hereunder to the date of such cancellation. Lessee 

agrees to utilize its best efforts throughout the term of this Lease to obtain adequate appropriations or other 

funding to accomplish the purposes of this Lease.

31) Surrender of Lease:  The voluntary or other surrender of this Lease by Lessee, or a mutual 

cancellation thereof, shall not work a merger and shall, at the option of Lessor, terminate all or any existing 

subleases or sub tenancies, or may at the option of Lessor, operate as an assignment to it of any or all such 

subleases or sub tenancies.



Riverbend Access Area – Mountain Island Lake
City of Mount Holly
February 27, 2025

32) Condemnation:  If the whole or any part of the Leased Premises is taken or condemned by any 

competent authority for any public use or purpose, then this Lease shall automatically terminate as to the portion 

taken as of the date said title shall be taken.  If a portion of the Leased Premises shall be taken so as to render the 

remainder thereof unusable for the purposes for which the Leased Premises were leased, then this Lease shall 

terminate as of the date said title shall be taken.  In the event that any portion of the Leased Premises shall be 

taken or this Lease shall be terminated as a result of a taking of the whole or a portion of the Leased Premises, 

Lessee shall have no claim against Lessor for the value of any unexpired portion of the Lease term.  Lessor shall 

be entitled to the entire award given, including any special damages, except that, as to any portion of payment 

received by way of just compensation which is attributable to the value, if any, of any capital improvements, 

taken or damaged, Lessee shall be entitled to receive a pro-rata share thereof based on the percentage that its 

funding contribution therein bears to the total capital costs thereof.  In the event that either Party should disagree 

with the valuation given within any award to any improvements taken or damaged, or be unable to agree between 

themselves as to such value, the Parties agree to arbitrate such question of valuation and to apportion their award 

so as to separately set forth the contributing value, if any, of each improvement taken or damaged. 

33) Severability:  The provisions hereof are independent covenants and should any provision or 

provisions contained in this Lease be declared by a court or other tribunal of competent jurisdiction to be void, 

unenforceable or illegal, then such provision or provisions shall be severable and the remaining provisions hereof 

shall remain at Lessor’s option in full force and effect. 

34) Flooding and Drawdown:  Lessor reserves the right to back, flood, and draw down the waters of 

the Catawba River and its tributaries from time to time and at any and all times over and upon the Leased Premises 

or any portion of the same, to such extent the flooding or drawdown may be necessary or convenient in connection 

with the practical operation of its hydroelectric or other electric generation power plants located or to be located 

in the future upon the Catawba River and its tributaries and to the extent such flooding or drawdown is consistent 

with Lessor’s obligations under its License, other applicable agreements, and applicable law. Lessee agrees that 

any damage it may suffer as a result of such flooding or drawdown shall not be claimed or charged against Lessor.

35) FERC Project Restoration:  Lessor shall be under no obligation to Lessee to maintain or continue 

to operate the Project and should said Project be damaged, destroyed or removed, Lessor shall be under no 
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obligation to restore or rebuild same, and Lessee hereby waives all claims against Lessor for damages to or 

destruction or removal of the Project. 

36) Parties Bound:  The covenants and conditions herein contained shall, subject to the provisions as 

to assignment, transfer and subletting, apply to and bind the heirs, successors, executors, administrators and 

assigns of all the Parties hereto; provided, however, that neither this Lease nor any provisions therein may be 

assigned by Lessee except with the prior written consent of Lessor.

37) Survival:  Provisions of this Lease for Re-entry (Paragraph 16), Termination (Paragraph 29), and 

Survival (Paragraph 37) shall survive the termination or cancellation of this Lease and shall remain in effect.

38) Notices:  Wherever in the Lease it shall be required or permitted that notice be given by either 

Party to this Lease to the other, such notices must be in writing and must be given personally or forwarded by 

certified mail addressed as follows:

To Lessor: Duke Energy Carolinas, LLC
Attn: Jeffrey G. Lineberger
General Manager, Water Strategy, Hydro Licensing and Lake Services
Mail Code – DEP 35B
525 South Tryon Street
Charlotte, NC 28202

With copy to: Duke Energy Carolinas, LLC
Attn: Lease Administration 
Mail Code – DEP 21B
525 South Tryon Street
Charlotte, NC 28202

To Lessee: City of Mount Holly

Such addresses may be changed from time to time by notice given hereunder.

39) Recordation:  In no event shall this Lease be recorded in any Public Registry or other public 

records by Lessee or on Lessee’s behalf.  Violation of the provisions in the immediately preceding sentence shall 

entitle Lessor to terminate the lease rights granted herein.  Lessor and Lessee acknowledge and agree Lessor shall 

record a Memorandum of Lease in the Public Registry in the county where the Leased Premises is located, and 

Lessor shall provide Lessee with a recorded copy of said Memorandum of Lease.
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40) Existing Lease Amended and Superseded:  Beginning on the Effective Date, this Lease shall 

amend, restate, replace and supersede all previous leases or other agreements, except the CRA, between Lessor 

and Lessee, or their respective predecessors in interest, for, and only for, the lease of the Leased Premises, and 

such prior leases or other agreements are of no further force or effect.   
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have caused this instrument to be executed by their duly 

authorized officials this the day and year first above written.

LESSOR:

DUKE ENERGY CAROLINAS, LLC
a North Carolina limited liability company    

By:           
Print Name:
Title:          

LESSEE:

CITY OF MOUNT HOLLY
a North Carolina municipal corporation

By:           
Print Name:
Title:          
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City of Mount Holly Operations Plan

Day Use Hours of Operation

November 1 – February 28: 8am-6pm

March 1 – October 31: 7am-8pm

Swim Beach

Open seasonally Memorial Day weekend through late August

City of Mount Holly FY 2026 Fee Schedule (proposed)

PARKS AND RECREATION

River Bend Access FY25 Proposed

FY25 
Adopte
d

Parking
Daily Vehicle 
Entrance/Parking $7-$15 -
Daily Bus 
Entrance/Parking $20-$30 -
Annual Vehicle 
Entarnce/Parking $100-$150 -

Shelter
Weekday Shelter 
Rental $100-$125 -
Weekend Shelter 
Rental $125-$150 -

*Operating hours and fees are subject to change during the annual budget process. 

*Any modifications to operating hours and fees require approval from Duke Energy. Additionally, prior to implementing 
the proposed user fees, a final fee must be submitted to Duke Energy for review and approval. 



Exhibit B3

Riverbend Access Area – Mountain Island Lake
City of Mount Holly
February 27, 2025



Exhibit C

Riverbend Access Area – Mountain Island Lake
City of Mount Holly
February 27, 2025

FERC Order No. 313

TITLE 18 - CONSERVATION OF POWER AND WATER RESOURCES

CHAPTER I - FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION, DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

SUBCHAPTER A - GENERAL RULES

PART 2 - GENERAL POLICY AND INTERPRETATIONS

2.7 - Recreational development at licensed projects.

The Commission will evaluate the recreational resources of all projects under Federal license or applications 
therefor and seek, within its authority, the ultimate development of these resources, consistent with the needs 
of the area to the extent that such development is not inconsistent with the primary purpose of the project. 
Reasonable expenditures by a licensee for public recreational development pursuant to an approved plan, 
including the purchase of land, will be included as part of the project cost. The Commission will not object to 
licensees and operators of recreational facilities within the boundaries of a project charging reasonable fees to 
users of such facilities in order to help defray the cost of constructing, operating, and maintaining such 
facilities. The Commission expects the licensee to assume the following responsibilities: (a) To acquire in fee 
and include within the project boundary enough land to assure optimum development of the recreational 
resources afforded by the project. To the extent consistent with the other objectives of the license, such lands 
to be acquired in fee for recreational purposes shall include the lands adjacent to the exterior margin of any 
project reservoir plus all other project lands specified in any approved recreational use plan for the project.

(b) To develop suitable public recreational facilities upon project lands and waters and to make provisions 
for adequate public access to such project facilities and waters and to include therein consideration of the 
needs of persons with disabilities in the design and construction of such project facilities and access.

(c) To encourage and cooperate with appropriate local, State, and Federal agencies and other interested 
entities in the determination of public recreation needs and to cooperate in the preparation of plans to meet 
these needs, including those for sport fishing and hunting.

(d) To encourage governmental agencies and private interests, such as operators of user- fee facilities, to 
assist in carrying out plans for recreation, including operation and adequate maintenance of recreational areas 
and facilities.

(e) To cooperate with local, State, and Federal Government agencies in planning, providing, operating, 
and maintaining facilities for recreational use of public lands administered by those agencies adjacent to 
the project area.
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(f)(1) To comply with Federal, State and local regulations for health, sanitation, and public safety, and to 
cooperate with law enforcement authorities in the development of additional necessary regulations for such 
purposes.

(2) To provide either by itself or through arrangement with others for facilities to process adequately 
sewage, litter, and other wastes from recreation facilities including wastes from watercraft, at recreation 
facilities maintained and operated by the licensee or its concessionaires.

(g) To ensure public access and recreational use of project lands and waters without regard to race, 
color, sex, religious creed or national origin.

(h) To inform the public of the opportunities for recreation at licensed projects, as well as of rules 
governing the accessibility and use of recreational facilities.

[Order 313, 30 FR 16198, Dec. 29, 1965, as amended by Order 375B, 35 FR 6315, Apr.
18, 1970; Order 508, 39 FR 16338, May 8, 1974; Order 2002, 68 FR 51115, Aug. 25,
2003]
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Insert NCWRC Maintenance Agreement






































