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CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Moore called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. The following were present: 

Mayor David Moore Jonathan Blanton, City Manager 

Mayor Pro Tem Phyllis Harris Brian DuPont, Assistant City Manager 

Councilman Ivory Craig Alexis Hines, Human Resources Director  

Councilman Jeff Meadows Brian Reagan, Police Chief 

Councilman William Brooks Greg Beal, Planning Director 

Councilwoman Lauren Shoemaker Ryan Baker, Fire Chief 

Councilman Kenneth Reeves Robert Stewart, Deputy Utilities Director  

Marie M. Anders, City Attorney Eric Smallwood, Parks and Recreation 

Director 

Tara Douglas, City Clerk  Ashley Whetstine Finance Director  

 Matt Black, Economic Development Director 

 Jason Green, Public Works Director 

  

INVOCATION 

Fire Chief Ryan Baker led the Council, Staff, and attendees in prayer. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

Boy Scout Troop 59 led the Council, Staff, and attendees in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

SET THE AGENDA 

Mayor Moore proposed a change to the agenda adding a Flock Camera Security presentation as 

item number two under Presentations. Mayor Moore entertained a motion to set the agenda with 

the suggested amendments.  

Motion:  Councilman Brooks made a motion to approve the agenda with the suggested changes. 

Councilman Meadows seconded the motion.  

All Council members present and voting, voted in favor 6-0. (Motion Carried) 
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CONSENT AGENDA  

1. Request to Accept and Expend Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Funds 

2. Resolution to establish a policy regarding the extension of water and sewer services 

outside the corporate limits of the City. 

3. Approval of Position Allotment 

4. Appointment of TDA Chair 

5. Appointment of Chester Jones to the Planning Commission 

6. Call for a public hearing to amend Appendix A and Section 153.082A(10) of the 

Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance and Chapter 10 of the Zoning Ordinance to 

modify these Sections to update the location of future street tree placements. Case # TA-

26-7. 

7. Release of the performance bond #L268931-2180 totaling $1,009,077 for Sycamore 

Woods subdivision 

8. Ordinance amending Section 5-9 of the City of Mount Holly Code of Laws Regarding 

Cemetery Charges 

9. Debt Issuance For South Gateway Phase 2 -South State Bank 

10. Approval of Certification of Sufficiency of the Annexation Petition for 1714 North Main 

Street 

11. Approval of City Council Meeting Minutes – July 13, 2026 

12. Approval of Minutes - Closed Session – July 13, 2026 

 

Mayor Moore entertained a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  

Motion:  Councilman Craig made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. 

Councilman Meadows seconded the motion.  

All Council members present and voting, voted in favor 6-0. (Motion Carried) 

PRESENTATIONS                                      

1. Downtown Park Survey and Timeline Presentation 

                                                                                                              Eric Smallwood 

Mr. Smallwood updated the Council on the current state of the project, which is the approximate 

2.3 acres of the property that runs along the west side of the creek. Mr. Smallwood stated that 

staff has completed the selective timbering and light grading on the property. Mr. Smallwood 

stated that staff will begin working on the proposed natural surface trails in Fall 2026. Mr. 

Smallwood reviewed the areas of focus discussed at the last presentation which included; 

timbering, implementation strategies, public input, revenue and additional public parking. Mr. 



CITY OF MOUNT HOLLY 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

MONDAY, AUGUST 10, 2026 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

7:00 PM 

3 | P a g e  
Draft: 8/10/2026_TD 
Approved: 8/24/2026 
 

Smallwood stated that staff is ready to put out a survey to the public for their input. Mr. 

Smallwood stated that the survey will be published for one month from August 17- September 18, 

2026. Mr. Smallwood stated that the spirit of the survey is to understand the experience that 

citizens want to have at the park and what park activities they enjoy. Mr. Smallwood stated that 

there will be a public information meeting (PIM) in Fall 2026 to present the survey results to the 

community, share initial concepts, and gather additional input. Mr. Smallwood stated that 

between October and December 2026 staff will partner with a landscape architect to create an 

illustrative park plan that will establish feasible goals, funding strategies, and phased benchmarks 

for staff-led park development. Mr. Smallwood stated that between early to mid-2027, staff will 

identify funding opportunities to support park implementation and development.  

 

2. Flock Camera Security Systems  

                                                                                                                          Jonathan Blanton 

City Manager Blanton reviewed information regarding the Flock Camera Systems that the Police 

Department utilizes. City Manager Blanton stated that this presentation is designed provide 

information regarding this topic as there have been many questions by the residents. City 

Manager Blanton stated that Flock Cameras are a license plate reading camera used by police to 

help identify vehicles connected to crimes or investigations. City Manager Blanton explained that 

the Flock Camera Systems automatically reads the plate number, vehicle details, time and 

location, and alert police if a plate matches a law-enforcement “hot list”, such as stolen vehicle or 

a vehicle associated with a wanted person. City Manager Blanton stated that there are over 5,000 

of these cameras that are being utilized across the country and Mount Holly currently has 24 of 

these systems in place. City Manager Blanton stated that most recently, the North Carolina 

General Assembly has allocated funding in the most recent state’s budget to purchase over 30 

additional cameras to be installed along North Carolina Department of Transportation roadways. 

City Manager Blanton stated that since the implementation, Flock Cameras have generated 6,822 

alerts in Mount Holly alone. City Manager Blanton stated that on July 26, 2026, these cameras 

provided an alert which led to six criminal charges, including possession of a firearm, a gun, and 

a person with six criminal counts were taken off of the streets. City Manager Blanton cited 

additional examples of how the Flock Cameras have been beneficial to the community as well as 

a valuable resource to the Mount Holly Police Department. City Manager Blanton discussed what 

the Flock Cameras are not citing that they do not use facial recognition, do not automatically issue 

speeding tickets or citation, they do not determine guilt, they do not know who is driving the 

vehicle, they do not use GPS trackers, they do not listen to conversations inside the vehicle, they 

do not continuously record and they do not give unlimited information to personal information. 
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City Manager Blanton reviewed some additional benefits of the Flock Cameras citing that the 

cameras help solve crimes faster and alert officers to wanted or stolen vehicles. City Manager 

Blanton stated that when a plate associated with a stolen vehicle or other qualifying law 

enforcement alert passes this camera, officers can potentially receive an alert quicker. City 

Manager Blanton stated that the cameras provide objective investigative evidence by establishing 

that a particular vehicle was observed at a particular location at a particular time, which can help 

corroborate or sometimes rule out investigative leads by our Police Department. City Manager 

Blanton stated that the Flock Cameras extend police coverage and noted that the cameras can 

observe vehicle traffic around the clock without requiring an officer to sit at an intersection 

continuously.  City Manager Blanton stated that the Flock Cameras support inter agency 

investigations and properly configured information sharing can help agencies identify vehicles 

that cross jurisdictional boundaries. City Manager Blanton stated that the Flock Cameras can help 

respond to Amber Alerts, Silver Alerts and alerts associated with vulnerable and endangered 

people as it did with a Mount Holly resident suffering from Alzheimer's. City Manager Blanton 

stated that the Flock Cameras can also assist in clearing innocent vehicles citing that the 

technology is not only used for identifying suspects and the location information can also 

contradict a theory or show that a vehicle was not where investigators initially believed it was. 

City Manager Blanton stated that the Flock Cameras do not replace police officers, but they do 

give officers another set of eyes allowing the department to take information that might otherwise 

take hours or days to develop. City Manager Blanton reviewed the security concerns and 

questions being asked by residents. City Manager Blanton stated that a Flock Camera observes 

something already exposed in public view, which is the vehicle and its license plate traveling on a 

public roadway of which there is no reasonable expectation of privacy. City Manager Blanton 

stated that courts have held that the Flock Cameras have not violated the Fourth Amendment and 

that this is not cell phone data that is stored indefinitely. City Manager Blanton stated that the 

Flock Cameras do not enter your home, search the inside of a vehicle, recognize the driver’s face, 

listen to a conversation, or attach a tracking device to any type of vehicle. City Manager Blanton 

explained that the Flock Cameras automate the observation on behalf of the officer. City Manager 

Blanton stated that approximately 59 million homes have video camera doorbells which do what 

Flock Cameras do not, utilize facial recognition. City Manager Blanton stated that businesses 

have used security cameras to protect their property as they do in Mount Holly and the City uses 

cameras in parks and public facilities to deter vandalism. City Manager Blanton stated that this 

Council voted to put cameras along the Greenway a couple of years ago. City Manager Blanton 

stated that safeguards matter. City Manager Blanton stated that the questions should not simply be 

whether the Flock Cameras exist, but who can access this information, for what legitimate law 

enforcement purpose, how long the information is retained, and whether that access is audited. 

City Manager Blanton stated that he acknowledges that there are numerous incidents of officers 
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misusing the data system across the state and country resulting in the officers losing their jobs. 

City Manager Blanton stated that this is an example of misuse and misconduct on behalf of those 

employees and not examples of improper technology. City Manager Blanton stated that the 

Mount Holly Police Department has developed strong safeguards to promote lawful and 

accountable use with every search or entry requiring a report number and a purpose code creating 

a detailed audit trail that allows command staff to actively monitor and quickly identify potential 

misuse in the department which would be taken seriously. City Manager Blanton stated that 

combined with departmental policies and consequences for improper access, these controls 

provide a high level of accountability, transparency, and administrative oversight. City Manager 

Blanton stated that there is no question about who is using this and what they are using it for 

within the Mount Holly Police Department. City Manager Blanton stated that he invites anyone 

who is interested in learning more to schedule time to sit down with our Police Department to see 

firsthand what benefits these cameras provide, or to ask any questions regarding security 

concerns. City Manager Blanton stated that he is happy to answer any additional questions that 

the Council may have.  

Councilman Meadows inquired about any case law that has stuck the Flock Cameras down. City 

Manager Blanton stated that there is none that he is aware of and that cited the Virginia Court of 

Appeals that upheld the Flock Cameras earlier this year. City Manager Blanton stated that staff 

will be monitoring the situation and will make the Council aware of any changes as they pertain 

to case law. Councilman Meadows inquired if the Mount Holly Police Department had any 

concerns with the use of the Flock Cameras so far with our officers leading to any disciplinary 

actions to date. City Manager Blanton stated that none that he is aware of and reminded the 

Council that Chief Reagan has developed very strict protocol as it pertains to accessing the data 

that these cameras produce. City Manager Blanton stated that he is confident in the safeguards 

that the department has implemented and coupled with our other departmental policies provide 

safe usage of this equipment and should there be any issues, staff will handle those in a serious 

manner immediately. Councilman Meadows inquired if the cameras were only public or are they 

also private. City Manager Blanton stated that there are a combination of both with over 5,000 

systems that are publicly owned with over 6,000 total with the public and private allowing for 

them all to talk to one another being linked into the police department and the police department 

can access those private cameras similar to the 59 million door cameras that people have 

assuming the appropriate legal procedures are followed to access that footage. Councilwoman 

Shoemaker inquired as to how long the City has had Flock Cameras. City Manager Blanton stated 

that the Flock Cameras have been in use in Mount Holly since 2022. City Manager Blanton stated 

that there have not been any issues with the use of these cameras thus far.  
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PUBLIC HEARING  

1. Public hearing to consider a rezoning of Tax Parcel #’s 177876, 177881, 177882, 177886, 

177889, 177890, 203426, 203427, 208874, 177891, 214300, 312234, & 178009 from City 

R-12 and County R-20 to City Conditional District (B-3, L-I, and R-8MF) for the 1714 

North Main Street Mixed Use Site, Case R-26-4.  

                                                                                                                        Brandon Livingston         

Mr. Livingston stated that Planning staff has been working with representatives of Abernethy 

Construction and the Timmons Group for the proposed 1714 North Main Street Mixed Use Site 

and this planned mixed use community will have up to 129 townhomes, up to 330,000 square feet 

of light industrial space, and up to 71,000 square feet of commercial space which seeks to be 

annexed into the City under a conditional zoning district. Mr. Livingston stated that the parcels 

(Parcel #’s 177876, 177881, 177882, 177886, 177889, 177890, 203426, 203427, 208874, 177891, 

214300, 312234, & 178009) are contiguous to the existing City limits and the applicant wishes to 

rezone the approximately 70.96 acres from City R-12 and County R-20 to City Conditional 

District (B-3, L-I, and R-8MF). Mr. Livingston discussed lot dimensions and square footage 

citing that the development will have up to 129 attached townhome units consisting of six 

possible lot sizes/building types with setbacks of 20 feet for front yard, 10-foot side yards, and 

20-foot rear setbacks. Mr. Livingston stated that the maximum height would be 45 feet and the 

proposed building separation will be 20 feet. Mr. Livingston stated that all units will be a 

minimum of 1,600 square feet and may be up to 3-stories in height. Mr. Livingston stated that the 

applicant is proposing to retain at least 30% (or 8 acres) of the site in pre-construction condition 

and 16.30 acres of usable open space, which exceeds the required minimum of 12.90 acres. Mr. 

Livingston stated that the proposed park amenity would include at least two of the following four 

features: public greenway, dog park, shading elements such as shade structures or additional trees 

planted in a manner to provide consistent shade in the space, seating options that include 

moveable tables and chairs, other seating elements to be considered include seating walls, swings, 

or interactive furniture and immovable benches. Mr. Livingston stated that these would be put in 

place before the certificate of occupancy of the 55th unit. Mr. Livingston stated that if amenities 

are not in place after this time, future zoning permits will be held by the City. Mr. Livingston 

discussed the Traffic Impact Analysis (TIA) citing that the number of units did trip the threshold 

for requiring a Transportation Impact Analysis under the City's ordinance and based on the TIA 

and scoping meetings held, the applicant is accepting the responsibility for making these 

improvements. 
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Mr. Livingston stated that a Public Involvement Meeting was held on Monday, July 6, 2026, from 

4:00-6:00 PM in the Council Chambers at the Municipal Complex and notices of the meeting 

were mailed to eighty-eight (88) properties that are within two hundred and fifty (250) feet of the 

proposed development, a newspaper advertisement was placed in the Gaston Gazette, and the 

property was posted along North Main Street. Mr. Livingston stated that seven (7) people 

attended and raised concerns regarding traffic and impacts to the character of the community. Mr. 

Livingston discussed the scoring matrix for Mount Holly and that this project received a final 

score of 142 out of 200 which is considered a “very good” scoring. Mr. Livingston stated that the 

applicant is requesting annexation, which will be heard by City Council. Mr. Livingston stated 

that the Planning Commission made a favorable recommendation by a unanimous 6-0 vote during 

their meeting on August 3, 2026 and staff recommends approval as well.  

Councilman Meadows asked about this development ranking compared to recent developments. 

Mr. Livingston stated that this development is the highest so far with South Haven scoring 126. 

Planning Director Beal stated that the Holly Heights development score was 112.  

Mayor Moore entertained a motion to go out of the Regular Meeting and into the Public Hearing.   

Motion:  Councilwoman Shoemaker made a motion to go out of the Regular Meeting and into the 

Public Hearing. Councilman Brooks seconded the motion.  

All Council members present and voting, voted in favor 6-0. (Motion Carried) 

With no one signed up to speak at the Public Hearing, Mayor Moore entertained a motion to come 

out of the Public Hearing and back into the Regular Meeting.  

Motion: Councilman Reeves made a motion to come out of the Public Hearing and back into the 

Regular Meeting. Councilman Meadows seconded the motion. 

All Council members present and voting, voted in favor 6-0. (Motion Carried) 

Motion: Councilman Craig made a motion to approve rezoning of Tax Parcel #’s 177876, 

177881, 177882, 177886, 177889, 177890, 203426, 203427, 208874, 177891, 214300, 312234, & 

178009 from City R-12 and County R-20 to City Conditional District (B-3, L-I, and R-8MF) for 

the 1714 North Main Street Mixed Use Site, Case R-26-4. Councilman Reeves seconded the 

motion.  

All Council members present and voting, voted in favor 6-0. (Motion Carried).                
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2. Public hearing to consider a petition for annexation, submitted by Dean V. Tran, Triple 

Crown LLC by Chad Abernathy, Gail J. Grice, Sheila Ann Huff, and Lora M. Jones, for 

an approximately 70.96 acre tract of land, located at Parcel #’s 177881, 177882, 177886, 

177889, 177890, 203426, 203427, 208874, 177891, 214300, 312234, & 178009.   

                                                                                                            Brandon Livingston    

 

                                                             

Mrs. Anders stated that there are multiple petitions from adjacent property owners to go through 

annexation and rezoning at the same time. Mrs. Anders stated that this is for 70.96 acres including 

1714 N. Main Street. Mrs. Anders stated Planning staff has been working closely with 

representatives of Abernethy Construction and the Timmons Group to determine what 

infrastructure installations the developer would be required to make and negotiating an 

annexation agreement to incorporate those terms. Mrs. Anders stated that an annexation 

agreement to date has not been completed and signed.  Mrs. Anders stated that if the Council 

wishes to move forward with annexation, the recommendation from staff would be to open the 

public hearing and continue it to the September 14, 2026 City Council Meeting. Mrs. Anders 

stated that at the close of that public hearing, it is our expectation that Staff would have a 

completed annexation agreement at that time. Mrs. Anders stated that she would ask the Council 

to table any motion to approve annexation until the completed annexation is in hand.  

 

Councilwoman Shoemaker inquired about the discrepancy of the listed parcel numbers from the 

rezoning and the annexation petition. Mrs. Anders stated that parcel #177876 is owned by the 

City of Mount Holly and there was a potential for it to be annexed as well, but at this time there is 

no petition for parcel #177876. 

 

Mayor Moore entertained a motion to go out of the regular meeting and into the Public Hearing. 

Motion:  Mayor Pro Tem Harris made a motion to go out of the regular meeting and into the  

public hearing. Councilwoman Shoemaker seconded the motion. 

All Council members present and voting, voted in favor 6-0. (Motion Carried) 

Public Hearing Speakers:  

1. Joey Den Butter- 1711 N. Main Street, Mount Holly, NC: Mr. Den Butter thanked the 

developers for how they have conducted their business citing that they have actually 

listened and acted in accordance to what they heard. Mr. Den Butter stated that he is also 

concerned about the traffic and the fact that there are 4 to 5 major developments 

happening on North Main Street with similar projected completion dates. Mr. Den Butter 

stated that he has learned that it is NCDOT’s responsibility to fix the roads, but that it is 
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this Council that is approving the developments. Mr. Den Butter asked that the Council be 

the voice of the Mount Holly residents to NCDOT.   

 

Motion: Councilman Meadows made a motion to continue the Public Hearing to the September 

14, 2026 City Council Meeting. Councilman Reeves seconded the motion.  

All Council members present and voting, voted in favor 6-0. (Motion Carried) 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT-  

1. Janice McRorie- 176 Tom Sawyer Lane: Ms. McRorie discussed her experience on the 

ABC Board and her concerns regarding expanding the number of members on the ABC 

Board. Ms. McRorie stated that adding more members will decrease the amount of money 

the ABC is able to return to the City benefiting the Parks and Recreation program. Ms. 

McRorie stated that there are numerous state laws that directly relate to our mixed 

beverage customers citing a law passed several years ago allowing any mixed beverage 

customer in the state to buy alcohol from any ABC store. Ms. McRorie stated that the 

ABC Board is working on trying to mitigate that particular issue of lost customers. Ms. 

McRorie stated that the ABC Board has directed the ABC store staff to discuss with local 

businesses to come up with solutions.  

2. Michael Davidson-310 Cold Creek Way: Mr. Davidson spoke addressing the Flock 

Cameras. Mr. Davidson expressed concerns about the number of Flock Cameras that have 

been installed. Mr. Davidson stated that his concern has to do with the extent of agencies 

that have access to the information and the cost of the cameras. Mr. Davidson stated that 

he enjoys his privacy.  

3. Brian Hatcher-129 Steamboat Drive: Mr. Hatcher stated that he is speaking regarding the 

Flock Cameras. Mr. Hatcher expressed his concerns regarding the Flock Cameras and 

what happens when power changes hands. Mr. Hatcher thanked Chief Reagan for the 

safeguards that have been put in place and that the City has not been in the news. Mr. 

Hatcher stated that he feels that Flock Cameras are experiencing a honeymoon period.  

4. Jeff Kaylor-130 Oakland Street: Mr. Kaylor spoke regarding the Flock Cameras and his 

support of them. Mr. Kaylor spoke regarding their benefits.  

5. Chris Hargett- 801 W. Central Avenue: Mr. Hargett spoke regarding his property at 801 

W. Central Avenue Parcel #218759 and stated that it has been for sale for 3 ½ years. Mr. 

Hargett is requesting assistance with zoning because I2 is off the table and multi-family is 

off the table. Mr. Hargett stated that buyers can not see the return on investment. Mr. 

Hargett stated that he has put in for a rezoning back to I2. Mr. Hargett stated that he has 

had multiple inquiries under multi-family.  
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6. Gary Neely- 212 Dogwood Drive: Mr. Neely spoke regarding the ABC Board and 

discussed his service on that board. Mr. Neely expressed concerns around the expansion of 

the ABC Board.  

7. Bob Hendricks- Mount Holly: Mr. Hendricks spoke regarding his concerns about the 

Flock Cameras. Mr. Hendricks expressed his support for the Police Department in spite of 

his concerns for the Flock Cameras. Mr. Hendricks stated that he acknowledges the good 

that the Flock Cameras have contributed. Mr. Hendricks stated that the he is concerned 

with the amount of surveillance that we are allowing. Mr. Hendricks stated that this topic 

should have been brought to the people for open discussion before it ever happened. Mr. 

Hendricks stated that this isn’t just a Main Street issue. Mr. Hendricks stated that we 

support the Police Department, safe streets, and privacy.  

8. William Browne- 6021 Bob Ross Loop, Mount Holly: Mr. Browne spoke regarding the 

Flock Cameras. Mr. Browne spoke regarding his concerns for the Flock Cameras. Mr. 

Browne cited that the current vendor’s system suffers from a lack of guard rails and 

transparency. Mr. Browne cited cases where there have been mistakes and stated that the 

City of Los Angeles has cancelled their contract with Flock over these same concerns. Mr. 

Browne asked the Council to pause and consider the facts presented.  

9. Andrew Collins- Deerfield Drive: Mr. Collins spoke regarding the Flock Cameras. Mr. 

Collins added additional information to the speakers prior to him citing that the officers 

accused of misuse of the Flock Cameras falsified the reason for their access.  Mr. Collins 

stated that the Mooresville Police Department had 10 separate incidents. Mr. Collins 

stated that there have been severe security concerns with Flock Cameras. Mr. Collins 

expressed concerns found by 3rd party investigators and mentioned blue tooth low energy 

air tags. Mr. Collins expressed concerns about potential litigation that Flock Cameras may 

expose the City to.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. Ordinance to Expand the ABC Board 

     Jonathan Blanton 

City Manager Blanton thanked Mr. Neely and Ms. McRorie for their service on the ABC 

Board. City Manager Blanton stated that under North Carolina General Statue, cities and 

towns have the option to create a three (3) or five (5) person ABC Board to oversee the 

local ABC stores in their jurisdiction. City Manager Blanton stated that over the last year, 

staff discussed the ABC Commission and the opportunity to provide additional 

opportunities to people that want to serve. City Manager Blanton stated that Staff has been 

working on expanding opportunities to serve on some of our civic boards citing the 

Planning Commission, the Recreation Commission, and the Tourism Development 

Authority Board (TDA), which we recently expanded from three (3) to five (5) members 

for that same reason. City Manager Blanton stated that this was discussed at the February 
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City Council Retreat whereby Councilwoman Harris was appointed as the ABC Board 

liaison at the end of last year starting in January. City Manager Blanton stated that 

Councilwoman Harris has brought to his attention several conversations that she has had 

in the community with local business owners and local bars. City Manager Blanton stated 

that up until a few years ago, bars and restaurants were required to buy any alcohol that 

they sold at their local ABC store. City Manager Blanton stated that this changed which 

opened the door for a Mount Holly business to buy alcohol at any ABC store in Gaston 

County, which of course had an effect on the profits at our stores. City Manager Blanton 

stated that this Council has been very specific and very thoughtful that profits that come 

from the ABC store goes directly to back into recreation. City Manager Blanton stated that 

Councilwoman Harris visited the local bars and restaurants reporting those findings back 

to City Management. City Manager Blanton stated that there have been discussions a 

couple of weeks ago as well as a reappointment to the ABC Board. City Manager Blanton 

stated that Councilman Craig indicated at the last council meeting his desire to continue 

looking into expanding the ABC Board. City Manager Blanton stated that Councilwoman 

Harris attended the ABC Board’s monthly meeting and discussed the possibility of 

expanding the ABC Board from three (3) to five (5) members. City Manager Blanton 

advised that Staff has evaluated this option and researched the law which states that under 

North Carolina General Statue, cities and towns have the option to create a three (3) or 

five (5) person ABC Board to oversee the local ABC stores in their jurisdiction. City 

Manager Blanton stated that Staff has prepared an amendment to the City’s ordinances 

before the Council tonight which would provide for that expansion from three (3) to five 

(5) members.  

 

Councilman Craig stated that the City is growing and it is great that the ABC Board is 

expanding. Councilman Craig stated that he understands why the business at the Mount 

Holly ABC store has decreased and expressed his belief that a contributing factor is their 

current inventory. Councilman Craig is in support of bringing in new perspectives 

regarding the ABC store in Mount Holly.  

 

Councilman Meadows thanked Councilwoman Harris for her thoughtfulness regarding 

this matter. Councilman Craig thanked Mr. Neely and Ms. McRorie as well as the entire 

ABC Board for their service.  

 

Motion: Councilman Craig made a motion to approve the Ordinance to Expand the ABC 

Board from three (3) to five (5) members. Councilman Brooks seconded the motion.  

 

All Council members present and voting, voted in favor 6-0. (Motion Carried) 
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Councilman Brooks asked if the Council is at a point where there can be appointment if they 

have someone in mind. City Manager Blanton stated that this is a decision of the Council and 

noted that this type of situation has been handled a number of different ways. City Manager 

Blanton stated that the City has advertised previously and we have put an all call out for 

anyone interested in serving. City Manager Blanton stated that to his recollection, the last time 

there was a vacancy on the ABC Commission, the Council took action without a full-fledged 

vetting and advertising process, but that process and the appointment thereof is subject to the 

pleasure of the Council. Mayor Pro Tem Harris asked about the TDA appointment process. 

City Manager Blanton stated that the Council voted to expand the TDA Board in the fall of 

2024 and there was difficulty with filling those vacancies. City Manager Blanton stated that it 

wasn’t until recently that the City was able to find people to serve noting that Staff was 

diligent to find people that fit the criteria to serve on the TDA Board. City Manager noted that 

the TDA Board has specific requirements for those seats per the North Carolina General 

Statutes. 

Mayor Pro Tem Harris stated that she went into this thoughtfully and that she discussed this 

with the ABC Board members.  

Motion:  Mayor Pro Tem Harris made a motion to appoint Tyler Berg to the ABC Board. 

Councilman Brooks seconded the motion. (Motion Carried 5-1) 

Councilman Craig asked for more discussion regarding the appointments.  

Mayor Moore restated the motion and asked the Council for a vote on this motion.  

Ayes: Councilman Brooks, Mayor Pro Tem Harris, Councilman Reeves, Councilwoman 

Shoemaker, Councilman Meadows.  

Nays: Councilman Craig 

Motion Carried: 5-1 

Motion: Councilwoman Shoemaker made a motion to appoint Mr. Zach McDonald to the 

ABC Board. Councilman Craig seconded the motion.  

     All Council members present and voting, voted in favor 6-0. (Motion Carried) 
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2. City Manager Report 

     Jonathan Blanton 

 

City Manager Blanton reported that the former Wastewater Treatment Plant has been officially 

decommissioned. City Manager Blanton stated that this will be the home of two (2) soccer fields 

as well as some additional recreation amenities that will complement Tuckaseege Park. City 

Manager Blanton commended the Utilities Department as well as our Public Works Department 

for their work on this project. City Manager Blanton thanked our friends in Raleigh for the 

$15,000,000.00 to decommission the plant. City Manager Blanton stated that Staff hopes to have 

this project concluded by the end of the year. City Manager Blanton stated that the ribbon cutting 

for the largest pedestrian walk bridge in Gaston County on Saturday, August 15, 2026. City 

Manager Blanton stated that we will be moving forward with finalizing the financing for the 

second phase of the Kemp A. Michael Way roadway project. City Manager Blanton stated that 

there will be Small Business Networking meeting on Monday, August 17, 2026 at Bolton’s. City 

Manager Blanton thanked the Staff on their presentations tonight. City Manager Blanton 

introduced Joan Hanson who is our AmeriCorps Lead for North Carolina Fellow. City Manager 

Blanton stated that she is joining us for a year-long fellowship through the School of Government. 

 

City Manager Blanton read a thank you letter from Mr. Green regarding getting signage in place 

for an autistic child.  

 

CLOSED SESSION 

1. Closed Session Pursuant to N.C.G.S. 143-318.11(a) (3 and 5) 

 

Mayor Moore entertained a motion to go out of the regular meeting and into closed session 

pursuant to NCGS 143-318.11(a)(3 and 5). 

Motion: Councilman Brooks made a motion to go out of the regular meeting and into closed 

session at 8:25pm. Councilwoman Shoemaker seconded the motion. 

All Council members present and voting, voted in favor 6-0. (Motion Carried) 

Motion:  Councilman Reeves made a motion to come out of closed session and back into the 

regular meeting at 8:50 pm. Councilman Meadows seconded the motion. 

All Council members present and voting, voted in favor 6-0. (Motion Carried) 
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Motion: Mayor Pro Tem Harris Motion made a motion to pay Mark Carver a settlement in the 

amount of $1,000,000.00 in full release of all claims against Mount Holly, Derek Terry, Gaston 

County, and employees of Gaston County, with Mount Holly to pay the sum of $20,000 of that 

amount, which is in addition to the $30,000 deductible under the insurance policies. Councilman 

Reeves seconded the motion.  

All Council members present and voting, voted in favor 6-0. (Motion Carried) 

ADJOURN 

Motion: Mayor Pro Tem Harris made a motion to adjourn the August 10, 2026 City Council 

Meeting at 8:51 pm. Councilman Brooks seconded the motion.  

All Council members present and voting, voted in favor 6-0. (Motion Carried)                                                                 

The meeting adjourned at 8:51 pm.  


